
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 

How the year as “flown”! I can hardly believe that we have 
reached this time of year again and that this is the last official 
Birdlife Polokwane meeting of 2009.  Thank you to all our 
members that have ensured the growth and existence of the 
club and to all of you who arranged and actively participated 
in outings, meetings and presentations.  The year has been 
filled with lots of exciting outings, excursions and tours and 
we are sure that next year will only be better. 
 
Unfortunately Joe and I cannot be with you tonight but send our 
warmest greetings from the Caprivi. We will join you all at the club’s 
year-end function which will be held at the Tembele Country 
Estate on Friday the 13th of November. More information will 
be forwarded in the next few weeks. 
 
The last big birding event of the year is Birding Big Day on 
the 28th of November. Whichever category you enjoy and 
partake in, may you have a pleasurable and exciting day. 
 
Until next year, God bless and happy birding, 
 
Lisa 
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Atlas uitstappie 23 Sept Golwe –Vhurivhuri- 
Koos du Plessis 
Ek en vriende van Birdlife Noord-Gauteng is Woensdag 
oggend weg uit Polokwane nadat ons n vinnige draai in die 
Polokwane natuur reservaat gemaak het om die lys af te skop 
met die plaaslike bevolking van Kortkloulewerikke (Short-
clawed Lark) Die eerste stop was by die Muirhead dam om ‘n 
koppie koffie te drink en was ons vermaak deur die familie 
Kleindobbertjies (Little Grebe), Dwergvisvanger (Pygmy 
Kingfisher) en onder andere Geelborskleinjanties (Yellow-
breasted Apalis).  
 
Die donker kom nogal haastig tussen die dig begroeide bosse 
en hoë koppe rondom die kampeer plek by Golwe, maar ons 
was  gelukkig genoeg om deur die Bosloerie (Nerina Trogon) 
gegroet te word voordat ons begin het om die tente op te slaan 
en die ergste vas maak, weg pak en op blaas klaar te maak. Die 
volgende oggend het die Breëbekke (African Broadbill) ons 
laat rondskarrel om die vertoon vlug te aanskou, ‘n patroon wat 
hom elke oggend daarna sou herhaal. Hoogtepunte vir die dag 
was die Rooskeelkolpensie (Pink-throated Twinspot), Gevlekte 
Heuningwyser (Scaly-throated Honeyguide), Gryskopspeg 
(Olive Woodpecker), Grysrugkwêkwêvoël (Grey-backed 
Camaroptera), Nataljanfrederik (Red-capped Robin-Chat) en 
die Bosuil (Wood Owl) wat ons die aand in die kamp kom 
besoek het. 
 
Die res van die lang naweek het basies dieselfde patroon 
gevolg en het ons onder andere Kaapse Bosbontrokkie (Cape 
Batis), Kortbeksuikerbekkie (Collared Sunbird), 
Rooiwangtinktinkie (Red-faced Cisticola), Swartsperwer 
(Black Sparrowhawk)  Rooirugfret (Red-backed Mannikin), 
Konkoit (Gorgeous Bush-Shrike), Geelvleknikator (Eastern 
Nicator) en Swartkatakoeroe (Black Cuckooshrike) aan 
geteken. Die Gryssyssies (Grey Waxbill) het ons die hele tyd 
ontwyk tot die laaste oggend se laaste soektog voordat ons 
moes begin op pak het. ‘n Baie goeie einde aan ‘n genotvolle 
naweek. 
 
Interesting sightings - September 
07/09/2009 (KdP) 
Florapark dam  2 African Spoonbills (Lepelaars) 
Polokwane Nat Res 1 Black Stork (Groot Swart 

Ooievaar) 
12/09/2009 (KdP) 
Polokwane Bird Sanctuary 1 Wryneck (Draaihals) 
19/09/2009 (SV) 
Vencor 29 Yellow-billed Stork 

(Nimmersatte)  (Saartjie Venter) 
27/09/2009 (KdP) 
Golwe Vhurivhuri Grey Waxbill (Gryssysie) 
*KdP = Koos du Plessis 
*SV = Saartjie Venter 
 

Returning Migrants during September 2009 – Joe Grosel 
 
September is usually the month when the second wave of 
migrating species arrive in our region. This is after the real 
early birds have made their appearances, including the likes of 
Yellow-billed Kites, White-rumped Swifts and Red-breasted 
Swallows. Here is a list of some of these Spring arrivals, 
observed over the past month in the Polokwane region. 
 
European Bee-eater – 11 Sep (Bendor Village) 
Little Stint – 14 September (De Loskop) 
European Marsh Warbler – 25 Sep (Environmental 
Management offices – Webster Street) 
Willow Warbler – 26 Sep (Tembele - Polokwane) 
Red-breasted Cuckoo – 27 Sep (Polokwane Nature Reserve) 
 

The Barn Swallows, Black, Jacobin, Levaillant’s and Diderick 
Cuckoos, Woodland Kingfishers, Lesser-Grey Shrikes, Red-
backed Shrikes Steppe Buzzards and Spotted Flycatchers 
should be arriving in October and early November. Let me 
know when you see or hear the first arrivals. 
 

Also keep an eye out for the real late-comers that arrive 
towards the end of November and early December. These 
include many of the secretive Palearctic warblers such as the 
Common Whitethroat, Olive-tree Warbler and Great Reed-
Warbler. The rare River Warbler is the last to arrive on the 
scene and then only when conditions are favourable. It is 
thought that this little guy only arrives in South Africa in late 
January and early February only to leave again at the end of 
March.     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What’s on? 
 
1) 02 – 11 October Chobe & Caprivi birding tour with Eden 
Routes LG. 
 
2) 15 – 18 October – Honorary Rangers raptor identification 
course at Letaba in the KNP. Charles Hardy 0834571721 
 
3) 13 November (Fri) – Club year-end function (Tembele) LG 
 
4) 19 – 22 November – Beginners Bird Identification Course – 
Letaba Camp, KNP - hosted by the West Rand Honorary 
Rangers. Contact Monika O’Leary at monkei@iburst.co.za 
 
5)  28 November – Birding Big Day 
 
Contact Koos du Plessis - KdP (082 772 5293) or Lisa Grosel - 
LG (083 380 2322) for enquiries & reservations.  

Spare a thought - Derek Engelbrecht 
With summer - and many migrants - fast approaching, it is once 
again time to reflect on one of the natural wonders of our world, 
namely migration. If you start looking at the statistics of 
migration and migratory birds, we can only stand in awe. 
Unfortunately, many hunters also stand, not in awe, but armed.  
Hunting migratory birds is a culturally and economically 
important activity in the North African and Middle Eastern 
countries bordering the Mediterranean. Many migratory birds 
which breed in Europe and central and western Asia follow 
traditional routes across or around the Mediterranean to spend 
the summer in Africa. Because these birds migrate in large 
numbers at predictable times of year, and often at predictable 
sites, hunters can be waiting for them with guns, nets, traps or 
lime-sticks. For example, in a four-month period in 2005 
researchers of Birdlife Lebanon estimated that 1,780 storks, 
cranes and pelicans and 3,640 raptors were shot or trapped in the 
main hunting localities in Lebanon. Millions of birds are shot or 
trapped for “sport”, food or illegal trade along their migratory 
flyways. The Red-backed Shrikes, Willow Warblers, Amur 
Falcons and all their palearctic cousins arriving every summer 
have not only overcome a remarkable feat of endurance, but 
manage to evade millions of prying eyes and bullets along the 
way. Lets’ spare a thought for the millions of birds which did not 
make it and have fallen in man’s greedy clutches. For more 
information, visit http://www.birdlife.org/news/features/ . 
 

 
 

Bird Snippets from around the world. 
 
1) Bird longevity 
 
The latest information regarding bird ages (based on ring 
recoveries and retraps) published by Eurings, the 
European Bird Ringing association makes some 
interesting reading.  
  
Grey Heron - 25y 1m 
White Stork - 39y 
Black Kite - 23y 10m 
Buzzard (Steppe) - 28y 9m 
Osprey - 26y 1m 
Peregrine - 17y 4m 
Oystercatcher - 43y 4m 
Knot - 26y 8m 
Robin - 17y 3m 
Willow Warbler - 11y 
 
2) Sparrow spoils world record attempt. 
 
OK, so you've spent weeks setting up more than four 
million dominos, trying to break the Guinness World 
Record for falling dominos. And then a bird swoops in 
through a window, smacks one of the dominos, and ... 
yes, they all begin to go. That's what happened to a team 
from a Dutch TV company. A system of breaks in the 
chain stopped the falling dominos at 23,000. The 
sparrow who's tiny wing wrecked such havoc fared much 
worse. An exterminator on site shot it. 
 
The Times online - September 30, 2009 
  
3) Finch Sport 
 
Popular mostly in the Dutch-speaking Flanders region of 
Belgium, finch sport (or vinkenzetting, as it is locally 
known) is a competitive sport in which male Chaffinches 
Fringilla coelebs compete for the highest number of calls 
in an hour. As many as 13 000 enthusiasts or vinkeniers 
breed 10 000 birds every year. In competition, small 
cages, each containing a single male Chaffinch, are lined 
up approximately six feet apart, with the idea being that 
the close proximity of the rivals increases the intensity 
and complexity of calls made as each bird sings to attract 
a mate and to establish a territory. A timekeeper begins 
and ends the contest with a red flag, and each correct 
closing flourish to a bird’s call earns a chalk mark on a 
long wooden counting stick. The bird which sings its 
song most in sixty minutes wins, the champion 
chaffinches often producing hundreds of calls in the 
competition.  The sport dates back to the late 1600s and 
was invented by Flemish merchants, and is nowadays 
considered  
part of Flemish  
culture. 
 
Sports Illustrated   
– August 2009 

Small birds like these 
Red-Backed Shrikes 
are trapped 
indiscriminately for 
sale in markets and 
restaurants. Photo 
courtesy of S Baha El 
Din/BirdLife. 


