
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 

What a surprise March has been with sightings of Ospreys, 
Grey-headed Kingfishers, Yellow Wagtails and Blue Cranes in 
our area, not to mention the spectacular sighting of a 
Pangolin!! Perhaps with this unexpected and much needed rain 
we may just be in for a few more unusual surprises in April. 
 
Thanks to Charles Hardy for last month’s very informative 
presentation on his visit to Kenya and to Derek Engelbrecht for 
standing in as chairman while Joe was away.  If any of you 
have an interesting bird topic that you would like to share with 
us or know of speakers that we could invite to our club for a 
presentation please let me know.    
 
As far as outings for the month are concerned, please support 
our club and share in these excursions where birding, learning 
and friendship are shared.  You will note that we have now set 
a RSVP date for all future outings. Please ensure that you 
inform the coordinators by phoning or SMS if you intend 
participating in the relevant activities.  
 
The annual Cape Parrot census takes place over the first week 
of May. Not only does this take one to some of the most 
beautiful places in the country but one also gets to contribute to 
science and to the survival of this very rare species. So lets get 
Parroting! 
 
Looking forward to seeing you out there and happy birding to 
you all. 
 

Lisa     

 

Some interesting bird sightings reported from around 
Polokwane March 2010 – Joe Grosel 

 
1) We start off this month’s batch of noteworthy sightings with 
an interesting story from local birder/golfer Hein 
Warmenhoven. On Saturday 14 March, Hein and the rest of his 
“fourball” were standing on the number 9’s green at the 
Polokwane Golf Course when their putting attempts were 
rudely interrupted by an Osprey (Visvalk). The bird swooped 
low over their heads several times before disappearing over the 
trees. The osprey was obviously interested in one of the fat 
carp fish which are common in the water “hazard” alongside 
the 9th.  Hein agrees that, that was the best “birdie” of the day.  
This bird has since been seen by several other golfers. 
 
2) Mr. Dries Piennaar reported seeing a Grey-headed 
Kingfisher (Gryskopvisvanger) in his garden near the Kuschke 
Agricultural School on the 20th of March. This summer 
migrant is more common in the broad-leaved bushveld regions 
to the west, north and east of the Polokwane Plateau. It is 
believed that this particular individual could well be a passage 
bird on the way back to the its wintering grounds further north. 
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3) The Yellow Wagtail (Geelkwikkie), although not 
uncommon on the Polokwane Plateau during summer, remains 
a special little bird to see.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5) On the 17th of March Derek Engelbrecht saw two Blue 
Cranes (Bloukraanvoël) at his study site on the farm Deloskop 
north of Polokwane. This is always a welcome species in these 
parts. We have also received a report of a “resident” pair of 
Blue Cranes that attempted breeding on the farm Hollandsdrift 
(near the Ranch Hotel) last year. If this report is confirmed 
then it would by all accounts, be the only resident pair of 
cranes on the Polokwane Plateau. 
 
6) Although not totally uncommon on the Polokwane Plateau  
it's probably worth mentioning that the most assessable site to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7) At this stage when the last of the migrants are getting ready 
to move on, Limpopo birders are encouraged to take a closer 
look at all the foraging flocks of European Bee-eaters. There 
may just be an odd-looking bee-eater amongst the familiar 
“Europeans”. This is just what happened to Steve Baillie on the 
18th of March. Steve was lucky enough to spot two White-
throated Bee-eaters (Witkeelbyvreter) in a flock of European 
Bee-eaters on the banks of the Olifants River in the Balule 
Private Nature Reserve.  This sighting constitutes only the 9th 
record of this species ever, in Southern Africa. 
 
8) What’s possibly, the most interesting sighting of the month 
isn’t even a bird but a mammal! On the 14th of March David 
Letsoalo had a wonderful sighting of a rare Pangolin 
(Ietermago) as it slowly crossed the road between the Limpopo 
University and Houtbosdorp. The Pangolin is one of the rarest 
terrestrial mammals in South Africa not to mention the 
Polokwane Plateau. Not many birders realise it but its far more 
difficult to see all the mammal species in South Africa than the 
birds. 
 
Please report any interesting sightings to Joe Grosel at 082 415 5250  

see Lazy Cisticola (Lui-
tinktinkie) in Polokwane seems 
to be the Bakone Malapa 
cultural museum.  This, after 
several groups were observed 
during March, flitting about in 
the rocky outcrops which form 
part of the facility.

On March 6th of March a 
particularly confiding and 
hansom specimen of the 
lutea race was photo-
graphed at the Doornbult 
cattle feedlots north of 
Polokwane. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

What’s on? 
 
1) 17 April - Day outing to Deloskop and Dendron farms – 
RSVP to KdP & San3 by 14 April.   
 
2) 30 April – 02 May – Birding weekend in Mapungubwe 
National Park. CH. 
 
3) 01 – 02 May – National Cape Parrot Count . RSVP to  KdP 
by  26 April. 
 
4) 22 May – Morning birding excursion to Doornbult farm. 
RSVP to  KdP by  18 May. 
 
5) 22 – 23 May – Beginners Bird Identification Course – 
Tembele (Polokwane) RSVP to LG by 09 April 
 
Contact Koos du Plessis - KdP (082 772 5293), Lisa Grosel - LG 
(083 380 2322) Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721) and San3 de Wet 
– San3 (0824532754) for enquiries & reservations.  

 
Special birding sites a little further a field. 
 
Next time you re in Phalaborwa, why not visit ....... 
 
The Grietjie Private Nature Reserve which is home to the 
Kruger to Canyons Birding Route Vulture Restaurant. It is 
situated 20 km south of Phalaborwa and is easily accessible 
and open to the public. 
 
The Vulture Restaurant is surrounded by Lowveld Rugged 
Mopane Veld and offers some exciting Bushveld birding. 
Please note that the viewing hide is situated in a potentially 
dangerous game area (Big Five included). For your own safety, 
do not leave the demarcated area. Carcasses are deposited on 
Saturday mornings and the best viewing will therefore be on 
the Saturday morning from 08:00 until Saturday afternoon.  
 
Special birds that can be viewed at the Vulture Restaurant 
include Cape Vulture, White Headed Vulture, White Backed 
Vulture, Hooded Vulture, Lappet-faced Vulture, Dark 
Chanting Goshawk, Bateleur, Tawny Eagle, Orange Breasted 
Bush Shrike, Grey Headed Bush Shrike and Marabou Stork.   
Directions 
Travel south from Phalaborwa on the R40 towards Hoedspruit. 
After approximately 20 km take the Grietjie turn off onto a 
gravel road and travel until you hit the Grietjie Private Nature 
Reserve main entrance gate. Once inside, continue straight and 
across the four-way Stop. Continue straight and take note as 
the Vulture Restaurant sign will be on your right hand side. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reservations for birdwatching groups and tours can be 
arranged on alternative days of the week through Ian Owtram 
ian@antares.co.za or cell phone 083 268 8281. A maintenance 
fee of ZAR 30 will be charged at the Grietjie Private Nature 
Reserve entrance gate. A ZAR 100 deposit will be requested 
for the viewing hide key. 

Bird related news snippets from around the World        
 
Compiled by J. Grosel 
 
Spy-Stork 
 
South African ornithologists are trying to secure the release of 
a white stork, fitted with a tracking device to monitor bird 
migration, which has been "arrested" in Burundi on suspicion 
of spying. 
 
The stork, named Saturn, is part of a research project by Cape 
Town University's avian demography department studying the 
birds' annual migration between Europe and Africa. 
 
Prof Les Underhill, the unit director, said Saturn had probably 
landed to feed and had apparently been seized by villagers in 
Burundi's Muyinga province who became suspicious of the 
tracking device on its back.  
 
He said: "Saturn was handed to the police who notified us by e-
mail. I replied asking them to release the bird. We have heard 
nothing since." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Scottish Crossbills call for a separate identity 
 
The Scottish Crossbill has been identified by scientists as a 
separate species because of what researches describe as its 
distinct Scottish accent. 
 
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds claims to have 
proved that the flutey “chup, chup” of Loxia scotica is unique. 
 
Researchers said that the crimson-feathered Scottish 
Crossbill’s ‘highland twang’ differs from that of the Common 
Crossbill, which makes a warbling “chip, chip” sound, and the 
Parrot Crossbill, which has a deep “kop, kop” call.  
 
 
The study also confirms that the Scottish crossbill has a 
different –sized bill from its relatives and has developed its 
regional accent and distinct flight patterns to attract potential 
mates that belong exclusively to its own species. 
 
The RSPB said that the three factors – its call, the size of its 
bill, and its consistent choice of same-species mate – proves 
that it is a separate species endemic to Britain.   
 
The study settles a century-old dispute in the ornithological 
world as to whether the bird is distinct, or merely a sub-species 
of the smaller-billed Common Crossbill. 
 
Shirley English – The London Times 

The university has asked for 
help from the South African 
army's peace-keeping force 
which is in Burundi. 
 
Christopher Munnion – 
Telegraph.co.uk 
 


