
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Editor 
 

This time last year the countryside around Polokwane was 

already looking rather drab and the winter climate had 

established itself rather firmly. What a contrast this year has 

been with a large amount of late rain that still seems to be 

persisting in the interior. The one advantage of all this rain is 

that our part of the country will still be looking fairly green at 

the start of the 2010 Football World Cup. Talking of which, 

through Joe’s initiative we will be adding a bit of fun and “fan 

fever” to tonight’s meeting with our FIFA 2010 lucky draw 

competition.   
 

April’s outing to de Loskop dam and surrounds was a great 

success and enjoyed by all who participated. Thank you to 

San3 and Koos for making the outing possible.  
 

On a more serious note; The United Nations declared 2010 the 

International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) and the 8 & 9 May 

has been proclaimed World Migratory Bird Day. 
 

Normally, only one bird per century becomes extinct, but over 

the last thirty years 21 bird species have disappeared. At the 

moment 192 birds are classified as Critically Endangered as a 

result of habitat loss, hunting, pollution, climate change, 

human disturbance and other reasons. An estimated 19% of all 

known birds and about 31 of the 192 Critically Endangered 

bird species are migratory and undertake regular cyclical 

movements between their breeding and non-breeding areas. 

Therefore in 2010, the International Year of Biodiversity, 

World Migratory Bird Day focuses on Globally Threatened 

Migratory Birds and especially on those thirty-one migrants 

which are classified as Critically Endangered in the IUCN Red 

List.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locally, we are in the middle of BirdLife South Africa’s 

National Bird Week which is aimed at creating greater 

awareness of our birds, bird conservation and birding as a 

pastime.  

 

We as birders and members of this club can do our part by 

encouraging the people around us to appreciate birds. The 

promotion of birds and the enjoyment of birding leads to a 

better understanding of birds and their habitats and ultimately 

to the conservation of both. 

 

Happy birding 

Lisa     
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Bird of the Year - Lesser Flamingo (Phoeniconaias minor).  

(Phoenico-means crimson)  
 

The Lesser Flamingo is BirdLife South Africa’s Bird of the Year for 

2010. This species was chosen because of its threatened status, and 

because it is a charismatic and attractive representative of our 

country’s wetlands. 
 

Status - The Lesser Flamingo is recorded as Near-threatened in the 

IUCN red data list of threatened species. It is also listed as Near 

threatened in The Eskom Red Data Book of Birds of South Africa, 

Lesotho and Swaziland (Barnes 2000). 
 

Habitats - It requires shallow eutrophic (a body of stagnant water rich 

in minerals and organic nutrients that promote growth of algae) 

wetlands, saltpans and sheltered coastal lagoons. It also occurs in 

waterbodies that are more saline (high salt content in the water) and 

more alkaline (fresh water) than those used by Greater Flamingos 

(Phoenicopterus ruber).  
 

Feeding - Lesser Flamingo feed mainly on cyanobacteria, also called 

blue-green algae (and typically of the genus Spirulina), but 

occasionally the larvae of small insects and crustaceans. They feed by 

holding their bills upside down in the water and using their tongues to 

suck in water and mud. They sometimes wade into deeper water in 

search of food. The food they seek is almost entirely in or on the mud 

at the bottom of the water; whatever the depth a bird wades to, its 

neck must be held upside down in the water. 
 

Breeding - The Lesser Flamingo only breeds at six localities in the 

world: Lake Natron (Tanzania), Etosha Pan (Namibia), Sua Pan 

(Botswana), two saltworks in India, and Kamfers Dam (Kimberley, 

South Africa). Kamfers Dam is a 500 ha pan which is now 

permanently inundated because of the inflow of partially-treated 

sewage water. Lesser Flamingos have bred at Kamfers Dam during 

2007/8 (c. 9000 chicks), 2008/9 (13,000 chicks) and 2009/10 (a few 

hundred chicks). 
 

Other interesting facts 
- The name flamingo is originally derived from the Portuguese 

language and it means “red goose”, which is a reference to their flying 

formation and the noise they make. 

- Flamingos are an ancient group of birds. Their fossil records dates 

back to the Miocene epoch, which is about 10 million years ago. 

- Lesser Flamingos develop their beautiful pink plumage at the age of 

3-4 years. Their colour comes from the carotene pigments that are 

present in their diet.  

 

 

 

- The Lesser Flamingo is an 

intra-African migrant, and 

movements have been recorded 

around southern Africa, East 

Africa, and between East Africa 

and West Africa. Lesser  

- Flamingos are monogamous 

(loyal to one partner for life or 

over a time period).  

- The chick eats its own eggshell 

fragments shortly after hatching 

- They feed day and night for up 

to 13 hours in a 24 hour period. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Upcoming events 
 

1) 08 – 09 May – National Cape Parrot Count. Volunteer 

observers needed. RSVP to KdP by 05 May. 
 

2) 22 May – Morning birding excursion to Doornbult farm and 

the “Cattle Country Camp” on the banks of the Sand River. 

RSVP to KdP by 18 May. 
 

3) 22 – 23 May – Beginners Bird Identification Course – 

Tembele (Polokwane) RSVP to LG by 09 May. Discounted 

tariff for Birdlife Polokwane members. 
 

4) 02 June - Birdlife Polokwane - monthly meeting at “Die 

Koraal” 18h30. 
 

5) 12 June (Saturday) – Outing to the Machaka Nature 

Reserve near Matoks (approximately 50km north of 

Polokwane). RSVP to KdP before 07 June. 
 

Contact Koos du Plessis - KdP (082 772 5293), Lisa Grosel - LG 

(083 380 2322) Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721) and San3 de Wet 

– San3 (0824532754) for enquiries & reservations.  

 

 

The National birds of the countries participating  

in the 2010 Fifa world cup (J.G) 
 

Argentina  

 

Rufous Hornero (Ovenbird) 

Australia  
 

Emu 

Brazil  

 

Golden Parakeet 

Chile  
 

Andean Condor 

Denmark  
 

Mute Swan 

England* (UK) 
 

European Robin 

France  
 

Gallic Cockerel 

Germany  

 

White Stork 

Greece  
 

Phoenix (Mythological) 

Honduras  
 

Yellow-naped Amazon Parrot 

Ivory Coast  
 

White-cheeked Turaco 

Japan  
 

Green Pheasant 

Mexico  
 

Crested Caracara 

New Zealand  
 

Kiwi 

Nigeria  
 

Black-crowned Crane 

Paraguay  
 

Bare-throated Bellbird 

Serbia  
 

Brown Falcon 

South Africa  
 

Blue Crane 

South Korea  
 

Black-billed Magpie 

United States  
 

Bald Eagle 

Uruguay  
 

Southern Lapwing 

 

Algeria, Cameroon, Ghana, Italy, Netherlands, North Korea, 

Portugal, Slovenia, Slovakia, Switzerland and Spain do not 

have official, National bird symbols. 

Pigeon Power                                       Compiled by Joe Grosel 
 

(Some things you might not have known about “the domesticated 

Rock Dove”). 
 

- The Dickin Medal for Valour is an award exclusively given to 

animals that have performed heroic deeds.  In World War II, 31 

different pigeons received the award, more than any other 

animal.  

- Reuters, one of the world's biggest news agencies, began with 

pigeon-post.  In 1850, German bankers needed a quick way to 

get stock-exchange prices from Paris, but had no means to 

achieve this as the telegraph system of the day didn't extend 

from Germany to France.  So a young German bank clerk, Paul 

Reuter, came up with a plan - he used pigeons to successfully 

and speedily transport the much needed prices.  As a result, 

Reuters was established.  

- The debate of which is the fastest in delivering a message - a 

pigeon or Internet broadband - was put to the test recently in 

Natal.  An IT company strapped a 4GB memory stick to the leg 

of an eleven month old pigeon called Winston, and sent it 

flying from their offices in Howick to their head office in 

Durban, about 60 miles away.  The same 4GB data was also 

sent between the two offices via ADSL.  Despite the 68 

minutes it took Winston to safely deliver the whole package 

and the further one hour it took the technicians to upload the 

data, only 4% of the data had come through via ADSL in the 

same amount of time!  Viva Winston!  

- At the Paris Olympics in 1900 the strange event of Live 

Pigeon Shooting was held.  Belgium took the gold medal by 

killing 21 pigeons, France took the silver medal by killing 20 

pigeons, and America took the bronze medal with 18 pigeons.  

The event was never held again.  
 

Sources: Perrins, Dr. Christopher, & Harrison, Dr. C.J.O.  (1979).  Birds: Their 

Life, Their Ways, Their World.  New York: The Reader's Digest Association 

Inc. The Reader's Digest Book of Facts.  (1988).  Cape Town 

 

Klub uitstappie - De Loskop 17 Februarie 2010  

Aantal lede teenwoordig 10, Spesies waargeneem 90 
 

Die dag begin met baie digte mis op die Dendron pad tot waar ons 

mekaar ontmoet by die De Loskop afdraai. Nog voor ons by die eerste 

amptelike stop, “Derek” se dam aankom sien al ‘n hele aantal van die 

tipiese bosveld spesies, onder andere Bruinslangarend (Brown Snake-

Eagle) en Gewone Troupant (Lilac-breasted Roller). By die dam sien 

ons baie Knobbeleende (Comb Duck), Nonnetjie-eende (White-faced 

Duck), Kolganse (Egyptian Goose), Lepelaar (African Spoonbill), 

Rooipootelsie (Black-winged Stilt) en enkele Bosruiters (Wood 

Sandpiper) wat nog nie vertrek het nie. Terwyl ons wag vir San3 se 

kontakte om vir ons die res van die roete aan te dui sien ons 

Namakwaduif (Namaqua Dove) danksy San3, Kalahariwipstert 

(Kalahari Scrub-Robin) en Maricovlieëvanger (Marico Flycatcher). 

Nadat Albert en Klaas beraadslaag het, neem Klaas ons verder het om 

te verseker ons kom deur die ergste modder poele danksy die afgelope 

goeie reën in die omgewing. “n Witkoluil (Pearl-spotted Owlet) hou 

ons twee fotograwe besig terwyl dit van die een aalwyn na die ander 

vlieg op soek na die nuwe indringer (San3) in sy gebied. Ons sien  ook 

‘n besondere groot Kwêvoël (Grey Go-away-bird) en Witkatlagters 

(Southern Pied Babbler ) By die volgende dam sien ons Grootflamink 

(Greater Flamingo) en Wildemakou (Spur-winged Goose). Onder ‘n 

Acacia tortilis word die braaier staan gemaak en word daar ernstig 

ontspan na die oggend se harde werk. ‘n Swartborsslangarend (Black-

chested Snake-Eagle) kom sweef  ‘n paar draaie oor ons sodat ons kan 

onthou waarvoor ons nou eintlik daar is. Na ete beweeg ander lede 

van die groep na Klaas se huis waar hy die Nonnetjiesuil (Barn Owl) 

kuikens vir hulle wys. Ons dank aan San3 vir die reëlings en die 

moeite wat die bestuur van Al3 boerdery gedoen het vir ‘n aangename 

dag in die natuur.                                                            

                                                                                       Koos du Plessis 

 


