
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 

Spring has finally arrived  .. or will the ‘single swallow theory’ have 
the last say?  Here’s hoping that our Spring Day meeting will inspire 
us to spread our wings and get outdoors more often.  I have a feeling 
that our guest speaker Mrs. Magda Streicher may just be the catalyst 
we need to start enjoying our glorious spring evenings as we discover 
the Southern African night skies. What a privilege it is to have a world 
renowned astronomer addressing our club – thank you Magda for 
affording us your time. The club’s thanks also goes to Dr. Xander de 
Kock who gave us a captivating presentation at last month’s meeting. 
We greatly appreciate the voluntary effort he puts into treating injured 
birds around the province. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The August LBJ identification course was attended by club members 
and visitors from further afield who had a taste of Polokwane’s 
hospitality and its LBJ’s. Let’s hope that Joe’s teaching skills has 
helped them master the identification of this challenging group. 
 
Let’s not forget that next week is national abour week. This is a great 
opportunity to plant a tree or shrub, a deed that will not only green our 
surroundings but will also offset carbon and may even support a few 
birds in the future! 
 
Happy birding 
 
Lisa   
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Klub uitstappie Polokwane Natuur Reservaat 21 Aug  2010 
Deur Koos du Plessis 
Aantal lede teenwoordig 2 plus 3 besoekers (Spesies waargeneem 64) 
 
Vanweë die aard van die terrein by Kuschke en die tipe vervoer van 
die lede wat navraag gedoen het is die uitstappie onbepaald uitgestel. 
Daar is toe besluit op die plaaslike wildtuin omdat ons navraag gekry 
het van een van ons potensiële nuwe lede plus twee besoekers wat 
graag meer wou leer van ons bosveld voëls. Die oggend het begin met 
‘n koel windjie en was die voëls nie baie aktief  nie. Toe ons egter by 
die piekniek plek stop om op te warm met ‘n koppie koffie het dit baie 
beter begin word en het dit toe in ‘n aangename dag uit gedraai. Ons 
het besonder baie Rooiborslaksmanne  (Crimson-breasted Shrike) 
gesien. ‘n Aangename verassing was die 1ste lid van die Bruinarend 
(Wahlberg's Eagle) familie wat, terug van hul winter vakansie,  naby 
die nes gesit het toe ons daar verby kom. Die dammetjie by die 
aalwyn koppie was baie bedrywig in die laat oggend en het ons 
heelwat tyd spandeer om van die voëls buite broei drag te identifiseer. 
Van die ander hoogtepunte was Swartborsslangarend (Black-chested 
Snake Eagle),Bontroklaksman (Brubru), Goudstertspeg (Golden-tailed 
Woodpecker), Bruinkeelbossanger (Burnt-necked Eremomela), 
Akasiagrysmees (Ashy Tit) en Fiskaalvlieëvanger (Fiscal Flycatcher). 

New Agatha Bat Hawks                                              by Mike Amm 
 
Most birders will be aware of the Bat Hawk pair that has been 
observed for many years in the New Agatha Forestry area. Bat hawks 
invariably choose a light coloured barked tree for nesting, which in 
our district would inevitably be a large Eucalypt. Now most birders 
will know that Bat Hawks are notoriously careless nest builders with 
the result that their nests seldom last very long. With this in mind, 
local Tzaneen birders Archie van Reenen, Peter Williams, Dave Steyn 
and Archie's 10 year old son, Frank decided to do something about it, 
way back in 1968. They succeeded in hoisting Frank up into the tree 
in a “mielie-meal” bag by casting a series of ropes over a branch near 
the crotch of the last nesting site (a very scary manoeuvre I can assure 
you!) and succeeded in fixing a piece of chicken netting across the 
fork, plus a few sticks. They were successful and the Bat Hawk pair 
built a nest which was used until it collapsed in 2009. In other words 
over 40 years later. 
During the early part of the last 40 years, prominent ornithologist 
Tony Harris, who was attached to the Transvaal Museum managed to 
install a camera and mirror next to the nest so as to study Bat Hawk 
behaviour as a whole but particularly during the breeding season when 
the camera took a photo every 5 minutes of the nest and it's occupants. 
Valuable knowledge of these birds was acquired during this time. The 
mirror was fixed to the tree in the nest area so that one could see into 
the nest with binoculars from ground level. 
 

History repeated itself about two weeks ago when Limpopo birders, 
Joe Grosel, Derek Engelbrecht and others, including mountaineer 
Nipper Thompson and David Letsoalo, decided to see if they could 
resurrect the nest in the same old position. Nipper managed to rope 
himself up to the old nesting site in the same old crotch in the 
bluegum tree and firmly affix a strongly framed piece of welded mesh 
plus a bundle of sticks to the erstwhile nesting site. 
 

Monica and I live about one kilometer from the site and will report on 
any activity. 

Polokwane’s returning migrants: by Joe Grosel 
 

It is customary that this report begins with the arrival date of the well 
known Wahlberg’s Eagle (Bruinarend) pair of the Polokwane Nature 
Reserve. Well this year it’s no different and I’m pleased to report that 
the male was spotted near the nest by Saartjie Venter on the 21st of 
August. This is a little later than previous years; last year the male 
(who always seems to return ahead of his mate) was first seen on 
12/08 and in 2008 he was spotted on the 08/08. In 2007 the arrival 
date was around the 15/08.  
 
The first report of the season for Red-breasted Swallow 
(Rooiborsswael) was on the 12th of August at Tembele. This is also a 
little later than in previous years. Over the past four years the first 
Red-breasted Swallows of the season in Polokwane have been seen 
between the 1st and the 7th of August.  
 
The season’s opening sighting of a Greater-striped Swallow 
(Grootstreepswael) was on August the 22nd near the Ultra City on the 
N1. 
 
The first report of a Yellow-billed Kite (Geelbekwou) in Polokwane 
area was on the 9th of August, seen near the Vencor feedlots. 

This month’s newsletter is 
dedicated to the Bat Hawks of 
the Limpopo Province. Read all 
about an exciting outing to re-
erect their nest and the history of 
this breeding pair. Let’s cross 
our fingers and hope they accept 
their new home soon.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

Upcoming events 
 
1) 04 Sep (Sat) Morning visit to the Ibis Piggery Vulture Restaurant 
to acknowledge International Vulture Day LG 
 
2) 09 – 12 September – 2nd Limpopo Birding Routes & Honorary 
Rangers birding Long-weekend in the Mapungubwe Nat Park. CH. 
 
3) 18 September (Saturday) – Pel’s Fishing Owl ‘twitch’. Day 
outing to Club Ranch near Platjan on the Limpopo River - San3 
 
4) 06 October - Birdlife Polokwane - monthly meeting at “Die 
Koraal” 18h30. 
 
5) 08 – 11 October – Honorary Rangers present a Raptor 
Identification Course at Letaba Camp in the KNP. CH. 
 
6) 17 October (Sun) Day visit to Bramasole Lodge, Magoebaskloof. 
For forest birding at its best KdP. 
 
7) 14 – 17 October – 2nd Raptor Identification Course. Letaba - KNP. 
CH. 
 
8) 23 October – 02 November - Southern Zambia, Chobe and 
Caprivi birding adventure with Eden Routes. LG 
 
Contact Koos du Plessis - KdP (082 772 5293), Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 
2322) Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721) and San3 de Wet – San3 
(0824532754) for enquiries & reservations.  

 

A small pile of dry twigs was even placed on the new honeymoon-
suite to lure the couple into the right mood. After about an hour of 
playing Tarzan, Nipper abseiled down from the platform to a chorus 
of well earned applause.      
 
A great amount of thanks must go to Joe, David and Derek for 
initiating the operation, to the Komatiland management for allowing 
us to carry out this task, to Charles Hardy who sponsored and had the 
platform made and to Nipper and Kabous for their invaluable service 
and for offering up their Saturday for a very good cause indeed.    
 
Thanks must also go to the support crew led by Saartjie Venter from 
Birdlife Polokwane who provided transport, encouragement and even 
cappuccino coffee and Belgium chocolates.            
 
 Now all we need is for the Agatha Bat Hawks to approve of their new 
home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Operation Bat Hawk! By Lisa Grosel                                             
 
During recent logging operations at the New Agatha Plantations a 
nesting platform which has been used by a pair of Bat Hawks for close 
on a decade, was accidentally knocked out of the nesting tree.  
Nesting platforms for Bat Hawks have contributed hugely to the 
breeding successes of this exceptional raptor in the Tzaneen region. 
After David Letsoalo brought this setback to the attention of the 
Birdlife Polokwane Chairman, Joe Grosel he only had to mention it 
once at a recent club meeting and the offers of assistance and 
donations started streaming in. David also mentioned that he had seen 
the Bat Hawks mating a week earlier so it became a matter of urgency 
to get the platform up before the amorous couple lost their ‘mojo’.  
 
Thus on Saturday the 14th August a few enthusiastic “supporters” and 
a very determined crew set off on “operation Bat Hawk”. Our 
objective was to re-erect the Bat Hawk nest in the Agatha Forest 
Plantation in Tzaneen.  On a gorgeously sunny day the Polokwane 
contingent set off at 07:30 and picked up our brave climber Nipper 
Thompson in Haentersburg before heading on to Agatha. 
 
On arrival at the plantation we were greeted by an excited David and 
some of the Komatiland plantation management team namely 
Emmanuel Legodi and Tinie Niewoud who gave the permission for us 
to operate in the plantation.  
 
After scouting the area and confirming the position of the old nest site, 
we were lucky enough to spot the pair of Bat-Hawks who were 
perched high up in the nesting tree, almost as if they were waiting for 
us to come to their rescue.  The spectators had ample opportunity to 
view these stunning birds through a spotting scope and some even got 
themselves a brand new “lifer”!  Once we all got acquainted with each 
other over a cup of tea and sandwiches it was over to the serious 
business. 
 
The operating crew seemed confident and knew exactly what needed 
to be done and within minutes Nipper was sorting out climbing gear 
while Joe and  David went about the logistics with archer, Kabous 
Venter as to where and how the arrow had to be aimed in order to get 
the rope over the exact branch. 
 
On the second attempt Kabous got the line over the branch and was 
congratulated with much excitement. Then came the laborious and 
cautious task of connecting the climbing rope to the fishing line and 
hoisting it up.  It almost seemed too easy because without much fuss 
the rope had reached the branch about 20meters above our heads!  The 
tricky part was to pull the rope over the branch which seemed to have 
some rough bark on the upper side. Unfortunately this annoying little 
obstacle combined with the weight of the rope was just too much for 
the 8kg fishing line and the whole caboodle came tumbling down as 
the gut snapped. 
  
Slightly deflated we set about on the second attempt but after the third 
shot realized that the fishing line had almost severed the bow string!  
Luckily this was noticed before a terrible accident happened. Not 
having another bow on hand we all thought that “Murphy” was going 
to have the last laugh on the day but the ever enthusiastic Kabous had 
other ideas. Before long he was attempting to cast the line over the 
branch with a fishing rod that he had brought along. With him having 
to contend with a very tight angle, numerous overhanging trees and 
the 20m-high branch, many of the onlookers thought that Kabous was 
wasting his time ... and fishing line but with some nifty wristwork and 
excellent casting skills the line was over the branch.  Bravo! 
 
This time we were able to get the climbing rope up and over the 
branch without any “slip-ups”. Now it was time for Nipper to enter the 
fray and before long this accomplished outdoorsman was hoisting 
himself up the rope like a well oiled machine. This task was definitely 
not for the faint hearted but our Nipper made it look very easy indeed. 
Once he got into position Nipper called for the platform, which to me, 
looked more like a common old braai grid. The platform was then 
placed very close to the original site and firmly secured with copper 
wire.  

 

The Bat Hawk team from left to right Emmanuel Legodi (New Agatha 
Forester), Joe Grosel & Derek Engelbrecht (Birdlife Polokwane), Graeme 
Engelbrecht (mascot), David Letsoalo (Limpopo Bird guide), Tienie 
Nieuwoudt (Komatiland Plantation Manager), Nipper Thompson (Farmer 
and mountaineer) and Kabous Venter (Archer & angler). 

 “Hoog in die takke”  
 
Mr. Nipper Thompson, well 
known organic farmer, cheese 
maker and adventurer from 
Wegraakbosch (Haenertsburg).  
 
Nipper made the rather tricky 
task of climbing 20 odd meters 
and securing the nest platform 
look very easy indeed. 


