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From the Editor 
 
May was still a good month for birding, starting off with a day trip to the 
Ben Lavin Nature Reserve, just outside Louis Trichardt/Makado. During 
this outing we had beautiful sightings of the Purple Crested Turaco at 
the waterhole and in the campsite and Nick and San3 were clicking 
away with their usual enthusiasm. During a little walk alongside the dry 
riverbed, we also had a sighting of a flock of Crested Guineafowl (a lifer 
for me), definitely making this outing worth while! As usual oom Jan and 
tannie Annatjie entertained us to their wonderful hospitality, while we 
were having a braai at the campsite. We recorded 47 species for the 
day and had a lot of fun.  
 
During the last weekend of May, our first (eventful) bird ringing event for 
the year took place. Thank you to Derek, Billy and Koos for their efforts 
in this regard.  
 
Joe and the two Lisa’s represented the Greater Limpopo Birding Routes 
at the Tourism Indaba in Durban, where they were promoting our 
wonderful province and its bird life. According to Joe, our stall was the 
most attractive and also one of the busiest in the LTP section. 
 
Our 2012 Limpopo 550 Challenge is currently standing on 462 
species, less than a hundred species to go. Keep sending in your 
sightings. 
 
Happy birding! 
 
Wilna 
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Greater Limpopo Birding Routes flying high at the Tourism Indaba 
2012                              
 
by Lisa Martus-deBoer 
 
INDABA is one of the largest tourism marketing events on the African 
calendar and one of the top three ‘must visit’ events of its kind on the 
global calendar. It showcases the widest variety of Southern Africa's 
best tourism products, attracting international visitors and media from 
across the world.  And, for two years in a row, INDABA has won the 
award for Africa’s best travel and tourism show. This four day trade 
event attracts well over 11000 international and local delegates from the 
travel / tourism and related industries. 
 
Joe Grosel, accompanied by the team-of-two-Lisa’s, attracted visitors to 
the Greater Limpopo Birding Routes stall with the eye-catching (excuse 
the pun) banners.  One had a spectacular photograph of the stone arch 
at Makgabeng, where 10 adventurous types will be going in August for 
the Limpopo Uncharted birding 4x4 excursion.  The other banner had 
‘All eyes on the Limpopo Province’ with the now-famous t-shirt design of 
the 9 bird eyes.  Sabi Sabi guides battled it out with Londolozi rangers 
to try to correctly identify all nine birds, and the two Lisa’s enjoyed a lot 
more interest than usual in the vicinity of their chest while they wore the 
‘Who’s watching who?’ t-shirts. 
 
The intrepid team braved the crowds in the ICC centre and even 
headed off to neighbouring countries at the SADC hall.  There was a lot 
of interest in the Greater Limpopo Birding Routes from Tour Operators 
and from lodges who would like to join the route and, of course Joe was 
on hand to give the impressive birding statistics of the Province.   
 
One of the highlights was when the MEC of Limpopo came around with 
her entourage to get introduced to the exhibitors.  She very wisely 
chose to stand right in front of our stand so that all the press photos 
showed her flanked by two Greater Limpopo Birding Routes banners.  
Some even had my smiling face popping up behind her.  Our two 
minutes of fame!   
 
Thanks to the sponsorship of the Limpopo Tourism and Parks, as well 
as funds raised for the Greater Limpopo Birding Routes, we have put 
the Province on the map as ‘South Africa’s premier birding destination.’  
Special thanks go to Lisa Grosel for all the organising, Joe Grosel for 
his superior birding expertise and to Nick Baglow for his patient and 
efficient administration.  
 

 
 
The Limpopo Province MEC for Tourism Economic Development, 
Environment and Tourism Ms Pinkie Kekana (3rd from left) and her 
entourage pose for the press directly in front of the Greater Limpopo 
Birding Routes stand at the Tourism Indaba 2012 (with Lisa Martus 
stealing some shine in the background). 

Limpopo Specials 10) Southern (Mashona) Hyliota 
(Mashonahyliota) Hyliota australis:  
 
Until recently, the Southern Hyliota was known in Southern Africa 
only from the Miombo woodlands of Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 
It has since been recorded in several localities in the northern 
Limpopo province. This bird is often overlooked due to its small 
size and its habit of foraging in tall broad-leaved trees. Hyliotas are 
highly mobile, active leaf gleaners and are among the first species to 
join winter bird parties in their broad-leaved woodland habitats. 
Although no breeding records exist for this species in South Africa 
several observations have been made of adult birds west of Punda 
Maria rest camp in the Kruger National Park during the peak 
breeding season (Nov – Feb).  Other localities where Southern 
Hyliotas have been recorded in the Limpopo Province include 
Gundani and Golwe in Venda, Pafuri, the Madimbo corridor on the 
Limpopo River and more recently at the riverine boardwalk in the 
Mapungubwe National Park.  
  
Compiled by Joe Grosel 
 

 

Southern Hyliota distribution 
in Southern Africa



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         
         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
            
              
         
 
                  

 

Birdlife Polokwane Ringing Weekend: 26 & 27 May 2012
By Prof Derek Engelbrecht   
 
At last, our first club ringing weekend of 2012 is over and done with. Due 
to some last minute unforeseen circumstances with our previous two 
scheduled ringing weekends, Billy Attard and I, decided on the weekend 
of 26 & 27 May 2012.  We were both in the mood  “om groot te gaan”, so 
we decided on the traditional ringing station at the Aloe Ridge waterhole 
in the Polokwane Nature Reserve. This site is not for the faint-hearted as 
many seedeaters come to drink water at this waterhole and if you are 
not careful, you may end up with a bit more than you bargained for. Billy 
and I, ably assisted by Koos du Plessis, were in the reserve at 04:30 
with the outside temperature at 1°C and started putting up the nets so 
that they can be up and open just before dawn. Our efforts were 
rewarded and our first bird in the net was a Black-headed Oriole. This 
was soon followed by two Sabota Larks, a Kalahari Scrub-robin, a 
couple of waxbills, a pair of Acacia Pied Barbets, Burnt-necked 
Eromomela and a Fork-tailed Drongo to name a few. After a quick coffee 
break, ringing started in all earnest. Two birds which drew a lot of 
attention were, funny enough, a Neddicky and  Rattling Cisticola. For 
many, this was a first opportunity to see these two LBJ’s up close and 
together and the cameras were clicking away as Koos showed the 
characteristics of each and the differences between these two species. 
We finished the first day with 82 individuals, representing 27 species. 
The weather played along beautifully on day 1, but the same cannot be 
said for day 2 when a cold wind hampered our efforts slightly. 
Nevertheless, we managed to bag and ring another 27 birds which 
raised our total for the weekend to 109 birds and 33 species. It was an 
eventful ringing session as I lost two nets! The one net was destroyed 
when an Impala ewe ran through it after being chased by an amorous 
ram and the other when three Helmeted Guineafowl flew into the net and 
draped it nicely over a Haak-en-steek bush! I’m still picking out splinters! 
 
There were many contenders for catch of the weekend. Koos was 
amazed by the feather patterns of Natal Francolin, whereas Billy could 
not decide between the Black-headed Oriole or catching and ringing 
nine Helmeted Guineafowl. I could not vote for the Guineafowl, after 
what they had done to my nets and my vote was for the Black-headed 
Oriole, ringed by Billy. Thus, the catch of the weekend was the Black-
headed Oriole, a truly beautiful bird in the hand too. The most ringed 
species was the Green-winged Pytilia, with 10 birds ringed. There were 
also three re-traps (a Scaly-feathered Finch, a Red Bishop and a 
Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler) and we will give you feedback on these in 
the July newsletter. As always, the event was well attended with over 
forty people attending over the two days. 
 

 
 
Colourful images taken by Nick Baglow during the bird ringing weekend 
event in the Polokwane Game Reserve  

Photographic Tip of the Month           submitted by Alma Whitehead 
 
Look after your lens 
  
Do you struggle more and more to get focus in low light conditions? The 
chances are good that your camera’s lens needs to be cleaned. Your 
lens is one of the most important parts of the camera, so it is crucial to 
keep it clean. Never touch the glass of your lens as it will leave a 
salty/oily residue that is difficult to clean. 
  
The most effective way to clean a lens is to purchase a lens cleaner 
(lens pen) or as an alternative you can use an eyeglass cleaning cloth. 
This is lint free and usually comes with your new pair of glasses. You 
can also purchase lint free paper for cleaning lenses. Sand is the biggest 
enemy of cameras and should be avoided at all cost. If you have dust on 
your camera and lenses, it can be removed with a soft paintbrush or a 
blower brush. Never change lenses in a dusty environment.   
  
Noise 
  
Taking a beautiful photograph of a sunset can be easy! Use your 
camera’s spot metering mode and focus next to the sun. Never look into 
the sun as this can damage your eyes and your camera! This trick will 
give you the correct exposure of the sky with dark silhouettes of the rest. 
Use the lowest ISO setting that you can to avoid those grainy red, green 
and blue spots in the dark areas of your photographs. That grain is 
called noise and can easily ruin a good photograph. Working in you 
camera’s Aperture priority mode (F8 or more) to have more objects 
sharp in your photograph, combined with a low ISO (below ISO 400 on 
most cameras) will result in a slower shutter speed. That is why you will 
have to use a tripod for sunsets, but it’s worth a try! 
   
 

 
 
Photo of a beautiful sunset taken by Alma Whitehead 

Upcoming Events 
 
1) Sat 09 June - Morning outing to farms “Portugal and Spain” on     

the crown of the Strydpoort mountains above the Makapans 
caves – S3.  

    
2) 15 – 17 June – Identifying L.B.J.’s, with Eden Routes 

(Theoretical and practical instruction will be conducted in the 
Polokwane Nature Reserve, home to a good variety of “little 
brown jobs”) - LG 
 

3) Wed 4 July - Monthly Meeting at “Die Koraal” Activity Hall at 
18:30 – LG 
 

4) Sun 22 July – Day outing to Woodbush and Greatheads with hot 
pancakes in Haenertsburg – S3  

 
5) Wed 01 August - Monthly Meeting at “Die Koraal” Activity Hall at 

18:30 – LG 
 
6) 02 – 05 August – Stretton’s & GLBR present the Uncharted 

Birding & 4x4 Adventure to the outer limits of the Limpopo 
Province. Featuring the Makgabeng Plateau, Blouberg and the 
North-western Waterberg (limited to 10 pax) - LM 
 

7) 09 – 12 August – Stretton’s & GLBR Mapungubwe Birding 
Experience. (limited to 10 pax) – CH 

 
Contact Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); 
Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Sandrie de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie 
Venter - SV (083 653 0475); Lisa Martus de Boer - LM 082 200 4596 and Susan 
Chapman - SC(082 809 7873) for enquiries & reservations.  


