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Winter has arrived early thisyear, the evenings are chilly and the mornings are misty so make sure you stay warm and healthy. Visit our facebook page to share your
sightings, identification queries and photos. www.facebook.com/birdlifepolokwane.

If you happen to come across anything you would like to seein our next newsletter, or you would like to give feedback you can e-mail me at

chantz66@gmail.com. Happy bird watching.

Chantélle

SABAP2 news

by Billy Attard

As | have been working with statistics for quite some time in my
career, | became fond to the subject. | catch myself often converting
figuresinto data, and the data into some sort of statistical character.

If | look at the SABAP2 data and put some statistical teeth into it, |
find the following results:

¢ KZN has 599 species; Mpumalanga has 584; Limpopo has 573;
Zimbabwe has 563; Eastern Cape has 561; Namibia has 557.
These six regions are at the top with more than 500 species to their
“credit”.

* The next seven regions are: Free State has 499; Gauteng has 493;
North West has 484; Western Cape has 465; Northern Cape has
443; Swaziland has 435 and Botswana has 401 species. All ranging
between 400 to 500 species.

* The last two regions are Mozambique with 276 and Lesotho with
266 species.

On the SABAP2 data base the total number of speciesto be seen in
ALL regionsis1 053.

DID YOU KNOW?
A Barn Owl can eat up to
1000 mice each year and many
*8 farmerstry to attract these
%.owlsto help control rodent
populationsin agricultural
: fields

Fromthisitis clear that the top six regions have more than 50% each
of the species, the next seven regions are in the 40% range (Botswana
on 38%) and the last two regionsin the mid 20% range.

Out of the above results | can make the following few inferences:

* Thetop six regions are the provinces where one can go for vacation
(to find species for the gapsin your lifelist!);

» The Limpopo has about 90 more species than North West (our
“rival province”); and

» Zimbabwe is the neighbouring country to visit first, thereafter
Namibia, Swaziland, Botswana, Mozambique and lastly Lesotho
(not to be taken serioudly).

As we, as Limpopeans, are situated in the heartland of the Limpopo
province, let’s go out there and do serious atlassing, especialy to
improve on the “second-card-pentads” and get that percentage above
the 50% mark. Currently we stand at 46,8%. Our “rival-province”
is far behind at 41%. | think we should change tactics and target the
Free State province, without their knowledge off course!!




birding humor - ““can you see the big tree next to
the smaller treethat is slightly lighter with the
curved branch”

Cape Parrct Counting Day 2014

CAPE Wanted

Volunteers to
PARROT | "chioumiee

Cape Parrot in

Sat May 17th ( 8th (am)

evening and
rot count to help save

Contact: Prof Colleen T. Downs

School of Life Sciences,

University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg
Tel: 033-2605127/04 (w), 033-3860947 (h),
0829202026 Email: downs@ukzn.ac.za
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Outings/ Uitstappies

17 May - Day visit to the Blouberg Nature Reserve (RvT)

03 June - Monthly club meeting at the Polokwane Golf Club

21 June - Morning visit to the Mockford Farms and vulture restaurant (RvT)
28 - 29 June - Beginners bird id course (L G)

Contact Persons

Charles Hardy — CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel — JG (082 415 5250); Lisa
Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer — LM ( 082 200 4596);
San3 de Wet — S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475), Derek
Engelbrecht — DE 0822005277, Richter van Tonder — RvT 082 213 8276 and
Susan Chapman — SC (082 809 7873




