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Winter has arrived early this year, the evenings are chilly and the mornings are misty so make sure you stay warm and healthy. Visit our facebook page to share your
sightings, identification queries and photos. www.facebook.com/birdlifepolokwane.
If you happen to come across anything you would like to see in our next newsletter, or you would like to give feedback you can e-mail me at
chantz66@gmail.com. Happy bird watching.

Chantelle

SABAP2 news
by Billy Attard

As I have been working with statistics for quite some time in my
career, I became fond to the subject. I catch myself often converting
figures into data, and the data into some sort of statistical character.

If I look at the SABAP2 data and put some statistical teeth into it, I
find the following results:

• KZN has 599 species; Mpumalanga has 584; Limpopo has 573;
Zimbabwe  has 563; Eastern Cape has 561; Namibia has 557.
These six regions are at the top with more than 500 species to their
“credit”.
• The next seven regions are: Free State has 499; Gauteng has 493;
North West has 484; Western Cape has 465; Northern Cape has
443; Swaziland has 435 and Botswana has 401 species. All ranging
between 400 to 500 species.
• The last two regions are Mozambique with 276 and Lesotho with
266 species.

On the SABAP2 data base the total number of species to be seen in
ALL regions is 1 053.

From this it is clear that the top six regions have more than 50% each
of the species, the next seven regions are in the 40% range (Botswana
on 38%) and the last two regions in the mid 20% range.

Out of the above results I can make the following few inferences:

• The top six regions are the provinces where one can go for vacation
(to find species for the gaps in your life list!);
• The Limpopo has about 90 more species than North West (our
“rival province”); and
• Zimbabwe is the neighbouring country to visit first, thereafter
Namibia, Swaziland, Botswana, Mozambique and lastly Lesotho
(not to be taken seriously).

As we, as Limpopeans, are situated in the heartland of the Limpopo
province, let’s go out there and do serious atlassing, especially to
improve on the “second-card-pentads” and get that percentage above
the 50% mark. Currently we stand at 46,8%. Our “rival-province”
is far behind at 41%. I think we should change tactics and target the
Free State province, without their knowledge off course!!

DID YOU KNOW?
A Barn Owl can eat up to
1000 mice each year and many
farmers try to attract these
owls to help control rodent

populations in agricultural
fields

Recovery of 2 old sea birds by Carvern Jacobs (2014-04-01)

On the 21st of March Peter Dawson recovered a dead bird (955066), 400
Metres East of Swartvlei Beach Car Park, Sedgefield, Western Cape.
Peter, read the inscription on the ring “Inform SAFRING University
of Cape Town” and as per usual with all re-traps and recoveries the
information made its way to the SAFRING mailbox. This particular
bird was a Cape gannet, ringed as a chick in 1984 at Bird Island, Algoa
Bay. Amazingly this bird was re-sighted after 30 years and 17 days and
travelled a distance of 670 km.

Another interesting find was that of a Swift tern (527246) which
was found on the 30th of March. Hilton Johnson stumbled on this
particular bird while walking on the beach, east of the Sundays River
Mouth, Eastern Cape. This Swift tern was ringed as a chick in 1983 at
Marcus Island (Causeway), Saldanha, Western Cape. It also travelled
a distance of 670 km, but in the opposite direction with a longevity
record 30 years 12 months and 17 days.

Photo sent in by Sandrie



birding humor - “can you see the big tree next to
the smaller tree that is slightly lighter with the

curved branch”

Wanted
Volunteers to
help count the
endangered

Cape Parrot in
the wild

Join us in our annual evening and
morning Cape Parrot count to help save
one of South Africa’s most endangered

birds
Contact: Prof Colleen T. Downs
School of Life Sciences,
University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg
Tel: 033-2605127/04 (w), 033-3860947 (h),
0829202026 Email: downs@ukzn.ac.za

Outings / Uitstappies
17 May - Day visit to the Blouberg Nature Reserve (RvT)
03 June - Monthly club meeting at the Polokwane Golf Club
21 June - Morning visit to the Mockford Farms and vulture restaurant (RvT)
28 - 29 June - Beginners bird id course (LG)

Birding Hotspots near Polokwane
by Joe Grosel

The Louis Changuion Trail and Haenertsburg
grasslands.

This scenic trail starts in the village of  Haenertsburg
and winds through 200 hectares of one of South Africa’s
most threatened vegetation types, the Woodbush Granite
Grassland. It also takes in several patches of Afro-montane
indigenous forest. Marvellous panoramic views of the
Wolkberg Wilderness area, Ebenezer Dam and the Iron
Crown (tallest peak in the province) can be appreciated
from the higher points of the trail. Interesting geological
features in  the  grasslands  are  the  outcrops of  archaean
greenstone said to be some of the oldest rock formations in
the world dating back 3 200 million years. The Woodbush
Granite Grassland habitat is biodiversity treasure chest
hosting over 600 plants many of which are highly localised
and endangered.

Several red data listed animals are also found in these
grasslands including Methuen’s Dwarf Gecko and the
critically endangered Wolkberg Zulu butterfly. Some
herpetologists believe that a snake-like lizard known as
Eastwood’s Long-tailed Seps, which has not seen for over
80 years, is likely to still occur here.

During spring and summer the trail offers exciting birding
when many sought-after LBJ’s are on display including
Wailing, Lazy, Croaking, Cloud and Wing-snapping
Cisticola, Broad-tailed Warbler Dark-capped Yellow
Wabler, Cape Grassbird and Drakensberg Prinia. A notable
red data bird species that breeds in the grasslands of
Haenertsburg is the African Grass Owl. Less than 20 years
ago Blue Swallows also bred here but sadly this species is
no longer part of the ecosystem. However the hope remains
that if the habitat continues to be conserved they may one
day return. Raptors that are frequently seen soaring over
the grasslands and forest patches include Jackal and Forest
Buzzard, Black-chested Snake-Eagle and Long-crested
Eagle. Although small the patches of forest still harbour
the likes of Olive Bush-Shrike, Yellow-streaked Greenbul,
Square-tailed Drongo, Chorister Robin, Narina Trogon,
Olive Woodpecker, Emerald Cuckoo, Buff-spotted Flufftail
and Forest Canary.

The  circular  trail  starts  and  ends  at  the  Haenertsburg
Village Hall (in the main road) and is well sign posted
with bright yellow markers. Maps can be purchased at
the Magoebaskloof Tourism Office in Haenertsburg , the
Never Despair Shop or the Nipper’s Cheese Stall. The length
of the entire trail is 10 km’s but several shorted sections
can  be  done  separately  depending  on  your  fitness and
enthusiasm levels. For the less energetic, a drive up to the
village cemetery (surely the most scenic in the country) will
take you into the centre of the grassland. More information
can be obtained from the Haenertsburg tourism office at tel:
015 276 5003 / 083 746 2239

Contact Persons
Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); Lisa
Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM ( 082 200 4596);
San3 de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475), Derek
Engelbrecht – DE 0822005277, Richter van Tonder – RvT 082 213 8276 and
Susan Chapman – SC (082 809 7873


