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Time to unpack those winter clothes and jackets. This month we have some interesting facts and stories to share with you, enjoy

the read. Please Visit our facebook page, see what other members have been up to and share your sightings, identification queries
and photos with us. www.facebook.com/birdlifepolokwane. If you happen to come across anything you would like to see in our next
newsletter, or you would like to give feedback you can e-mail me at chantz66@gmail.com. Happy birding.

For he’s a jolly good fellow - Mokgalaje turns (at least) 10!
by Derek Engelbrecht

You would be forgiven if you can’t remember what you did on 24
May 2005. Well I know I was in the Polokwane Nature Reserve try-
ing to catch and ring Short-clawed Larks. I succeeded in ringing a
male Short-clawed Lark in the Polokwane Nature Reserve on that day.
Little did I know at the time that that very same bird would one day
rewrite record books. At the time, the bird was fitted with the standard
SAFRING metal band and a combination of two colour rings. The
bird was resighted and retrapped a number of times since then and
sometime in 2012 he became the oldest lark on record in Africa when
he surpassed the seven years and two months record held by a Dune
Lark between 1993 and 2000. That was when I decided to name him
Mokgalaje, the Tswana name for “Old Man’.

On 24 May 2015 I made sure I returned to the exact site where I
ringed him 10 years ago, and sure enough, there he was. Still singing
and displaying as he did 10 years ago. Mokgalaje is now the joint
second oldest lark on record in the world. He shares this remarkable
feat with an exactly 10 year old Skylark from the Czech Republic. The
current world record holder is a Crested Lark from Germany who was
found dead 11 years and seven months after it was first ringed. Now,
let’s all hold thumbs that Mokgalaje will break this record too.

Photo sent in by Susan Chapman

For more details about Mokgalaje’s story and some other fascinating
facts about the Short-clawed Larks in the Polokwane Nature Reserve,
see the link below: http://safring.adu.org.za/content.php?id=14.

Mokgalaje, the male Short-clawed Lark photographed on 24 May 2015 - 10 years
to the day after he was first ringed.

Dendrologiese Vereniging
Ons oorweeg om weer ‘n Tak van die Dendrologiese
Vereniging op die been te bring (as daar genoeg
belangstellendes is, insluitend potensiële leiers en
kundiges).  Belangstellendes kan ons asb per e-pos
kontak:  cornie@callidendron.co.za
Cornie Odendaal

The Kingfisher
- The largest kingfisher in the world is Australia’s

laughing kookaburra. It weighs up to 500gm.
- Many young kingfishers die within days of fledging,

their first dives leaving them waterlogged so they end
up drowning.

- Many of the world’s kingfishers don’t eat fish
- In Victorian times, many kingfishers were shot and

stuffed to put in glass cases, while their feathers
were widely used by milliners to adorn hats.



Sparrow-Weaver nest orientation: Submitted by Joe Grosel

One of our best-known birds in the Polokwane area is the

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver or Koringvoël Plocepasser
mahali. While they are lively, noisy and often aggressive (towards
other birds) it is the nests that are probably the most conspicuous
feature of this species. These seemingly ‘untidy’ baskets of hay
usually built in colonies are constructed on the outer limbs of
Acacia trees. Several (between four and twelve) of these domed
or inverted-U-shaped nests of dry grass are built and maintained
throughout the year by members of the colony. While breeding
nests (only the dominant pair in the colony breed) have only
one entrance, roosting nests have an entrance located at each of
the two nest extremities. White-browed sparrow-weaver nests
are sometimes used by other birds, such as Cut-throat and Red-
headed  Finches,  Penduline Tits, Ashy Tits  and  Grey-headed
Sparrows.

It is quite noticeable that White-browed Sparrow-Weavers build
their roost and breeding nests on one particular side of nest
trees. In the Polokwane region nests are mainly built on the
south-western side of trees. In a study conducted by Ferguson
and Siegfried (1989) it was found that the placement of nests
correlates with the direction of the local prevailing wind. Birds
gain a 35% increase in the useful life of a nest built on the
leeward side of a nest tree, compared with a nest built on the
windward side.

Solar radiation, humidity, and thermal effects appear unimportant
in influencing nest placement nor does foliage density and other
nearby cover. Hence, White-browed Sparrow-Weaver nest
placement appears to be an adaptation for having large numbers
of intact nests available for breeding and for roosting throughout
the year.

Sparrow weaver nest

Referred article: Environmental Factors Influencing Nest-Site
Preference in White-Browed Sparrow-Weavers (Plocepasser
mahali). J. W. H. Ferguson and W. R. Siegfried The Condor Vol.
91, No. 1

Left: Sparrow weaver Right: White-browed Sparrow weaver nests

Outings / Uitstappies

06 & 07 June - LBJ Identification Course in Polokwane (LG)
16 June (Youth Day) - Annual Polokwane Photographic Bird Race (S3)
20 June - Mogalakwena / Seepabana one-day atlas bash (RvT)
07 July - Soup and Sherry evening / monthly club meeting at the Polokwane Golf Club (S3)
11 July - Visit to the Mockford Farms vulture restaurant hide (RvT)

Contact Persons
Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM
(082 200 4596); San3 de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475), Derek Engelbrecht – DE 0822005277, Richter
van Tonder – RvT 082 213 8276 and Susan Chapman – SC (082 809 7873


