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Welcome to the July meeting. Congratulations to the winning team of the Photographic bird race, I believe it turned out to be

quite a fun event, read more about it. Be sure to stick around after the meeting for some delicious homemade soup. Please Visit our
facebook page, see what other members have been up to and share your sightings, identification queries and photos with us. www.
facebook.com/birdlifepolokwane. If you happen to come across anything you would like to see in our next newsletter, or you would
like to give feedback you can e-mail me at chantz66@gmail.com. Happy birding.

Return of some old friends by Derek Engelbrecht

The International Ornithologists’ Committee’s (IOC) World Bird List
is an open access resource of the global community of ornithologists
and birders. It publishes quarterly updates of the world bird list, in-
cluding changes of recommended names or classification, additions
of newly described species, corrections of nomenclature, and updates
of species taxonomy. It now also includes recently extinct species as
well as subspecies and it is therefore of great value for any birder. You
can access the website and download lists at http://www.worldbird-
names.org.

I recently went through the latest IOCWorld List of Birds with a fine
tooth comb to check for any name changes of birds in our region. My
combing (no pun intended) revealed that our Comb Duck is now once
again recognised as the Knob-billed Duck. The Comb Duck complex
is comprised of two species: the one restricted to South America and
the other found in Africa south of the Sahara, southern and south-
eastern Asia. The two species are now considered sufficiently distinct
to warrant recognition as separate species. The South American spe-
cies is now known as the Comb Duck Sarkidiornis sylvicola and the
Old World species is known as the Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis
melanotos. Another interesting change is the change in name from
African Quailfinch to Quailfinch following the lumping of two other
East African species with the species found in our part of the world.
So there is now only one Quailfinch species in Africa, but it is com-
prised of 11 subspecies!

Is it a knob or a comb?

Some interesting birds recorded in the Northern Kruger National Park (as observed by
Birdlife Polokwane members) during June and July 2015. by Joe Grosel

While doing some bird atlassing around Shingwedzi Camp a flock of eight Cape Teal (Teeleend) were observed by Joe Grosel and Derek
Engelbrecht on June 23rd. The birds were seen sitting beside a pool in the Shingwedzi River. As far as can be ascertained, this is only the
fifth record of this species for the park. On the same day, White-breasted Cuckooshrike (Witborskatakoeroe) were seen on two occasions
north-east of Shingwedzi Camp. In the KNP this bird is considered a rare and localised resident in the far north and an erratic visitor further
south.

During a visit to the same area in late June, Rupert Harris observed a group of at least 25 Great White Pelicans (Witpelikaan) soaring over
the Shingwedzi River. Great White Pelicans are occasional visitors to the park.

continued on next page



Continued..

On the 3rd of July Jody de Bruyn photographed a Senegal Coucal
(Senegal Vleiloerie) just north of the Klopperfontein Waterhole.
This is also a localised and rare bird in the Park. Jody also recorded
an African Crowned Eagle (Kroonarend) with a kill on the Mahonie
loop near Punda Maria, another very localised species in the park.

Photo on right  of White-breasted Cuckooshrike by Joe Grosel

Report on the Photographic Bird Race – 2015: by Joe Grosel

During the chilly early morning hours of Youth Day (16 June)
some very enthusiastic birding teams met outside the General
Piet Joubert School to receive their lists of cryptic clues from
the race organiser. As always, after the teams have received their
clues, strategies again varied with some choosing to crack the
clues en-route to their first birding site while others sat around
the parking lot ‘googling’ in an attempt to crack the some of
the clues. Once solved, the cryptic clues revealed 12 local bird
species. These included Hamerkop, Crimson-breasted Shrike,
Three-banded Plover, Pied Kingfisher, Groundscraper Thrush
and Marabou Stork. Fairly common birds you may think, but
finding and photographing them with the pressure of the clock
ticking, is quite a tricky and ‘nerve-wracking’ task.

The assignment proved a little more challenging than usual so no
record breaking times were posted this year around. Nonetheless,
the reigning champions ‘The Swifts’ came in two hours after the
start followed by the ‘Mixed Breeds’ who pipped the ‘4-Vinkies’
into  second  place.  Once  the  adjudication  was  completed  it
turned out that the scores were extremely close but there was
confirmation that the ‘swift’ Engelbrechts took the ‘gold medal’
for the second year running.

After the prize giving the teams settled down to some social
banter at the ‘post-match’ braai in the Piet Joubert Lapa. Once
again this club activity proved to be very successful and most
enjoyable and will continue to feature on the Birdlife Polokwane
events calendar.

The leader of a novice team (I think they called themselves the
Fledglings) was overheard saying that “they will be practising”
and “will be much sharper” in order to beat the leading teams
next year. Let’s see if they can ‘walk the walk’ as well as they
can ‘talk the talk’ in 2016.

Outings / Uitstappies

Team ‘Swifts’, winners of the Birdlife Polokwane Photographic Bird
Race 2015. Derek, Daniel, Graeme and Raeline Engelbrecht.

Runners-up, the ‘Mixed Breeds’ Chris and Wilna Campbell and Rienk
Baarsma.

11 July - Visit to the Mockford Farms vulture restaurant hide (RvT)
Tuesday 11 August (not the 3rd) – Birdlife Polokwane monthly meeting.
15 August – Day outing to the Woodbush Forest (RvT).
Tuesday 01 September – Monthly meeting Special Spring Day edition!
5 September – Visit to Club Ranch Safaris on the Limpopo River to search for Pel’s Fishing Owl (RvT).
17 September – Limpopo Birding Routes off the beaten track event to the Blouberg and Makgabeng (LM).

Contact Persons
Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM
(082 200 4596); San3 de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475), Derek Engelbrecht – DE 0822005277, Richter
van Tonder – RvT 082 213 8276 and Susan Chapman – SC (082 809 7873


