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Spring is in the air, flowers are starting to bloom and the first hint of rain has fallen. We have prepared a few articles for you, for

more please visit our facebook page, see what other members have been up to and share your sightings, identification queries and
photos with us. www.facebook.com/birdlifepolokwane. If you happen to come across anything you would like to see in our next
newsletter, or you would like to give feedback you can e-mail me at chantz66@gmail.com. Happy birding.

Forest Drive Uitstappie – 15 Aug. deur Richter van Tonder

Ons het die oggend vroeg begin en was al 6:30 by die
Magoebaskloof  hotel  waar  ons gegroet  is  met  digte  mis.
Tien van ons het toe beweeg na die Forest Drive wat alom
bekend is vir een van die beste plekke in Suid-Afrika vir
woud  spesies.  Met  ons  aankoms  aan  die  bokant  van  die
forest drive het ons eers koffie en koekies geniet waar ‘n hele
paar Geelstreepboskruipers (Yellow-streaked Greenbul) ons
vermaak het. Die mis was nog baie dig en ons het meer gehoor
as gesien. Spesies wat ons wel gesien het bo aan die roete
was Woudpapegaaie(Cape Parrot), Bandkeelkleinjantjies
(Bar-throated Apalis), Klein-rooibandsuikerbekkie (Southern
Double-collard Sunbird), Olyfboslaksman (Olive Bushshrike),
Kleinbyvanger (Square-tailed Drongo) en Kaapse Glasogies
(Cape White-eye).

Soos ons laer af beweeg het op die roete en die dag al warmer
word het die mis ook lig. Een van die gesogte spesies op baie
se lys is die Bosloerie(Narina Trogon) en dié het ons al die pad
af gehoor maar nooit gesien nie. Jammer Andy, ons probeer
weer volgende keer.

Spesies wat ook op ons lys gekom het was Geelkeelsanger
(Yellow-throated woodland warbler), Knysnaloerie (Knysna
Turaco), Oranjelyster (Orange Groundthrush), Kaalwangvalk
(African Harrier-hawk), Witkoljanfrederik (White-starred
Robin), Afrikaanse Sperwer (African Goshawk) en meeste se
gunsteling Bloukatakoeroe (Grey Cuckoo-shrike).

Interressante spesies wat gehoor was was Ruitesanger
(Barrat’s Warbler), Gevlekte Heuningwyser (Scaly-throated
Honeyguide) en Swartoogboslaksman (Black-fronted
bushshrike).

Ons het onsuitstappie beeindig by die De Hoek hutte waar
elkeen op sy eie aan beweeg het om die geheime van die
natuurlike inheemse bergwoud verder te leer ken.

What South African farmers can do to protect endangered grassland birds
sent in by Nick Baglow sourced from: https://theconversation.com

Current livestock farming practices in South Africa threaten endangered birds. South Africa is not unique. Globally, the intensification
and expansion of agriculture has led to the reduction of bird communities. These farming practices centre around the annual burning
of grasslands, which are one of the most diverse ecosystems in South Africa. They support 12 of the 40 endemic birds, five of which
are globally threatened.
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South Africa’s grasslands host five RAMSAR wetland sites. RAMSAR is the convention on wetlands. It is an intergovernmental treaty
that provides the framework for national action and international co-operation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their
resources.

These grasslands, including the wetlands, comprise around 16.5% of South Africa’s land surface. They are one of the most threatened
ecosystems. More than 60% of the grasslands have been irreversibly transformed by agricultural cultivation and forestry and only 2.8%
are formally protected.

Moist highland grasslands in South Africa, of which only 1.5% are conserved, were historically maintained by winter and spring fires.
This was probably done at intervals of four years or more, and by summer grazing by migratory, medium-sized antelope.

Today these grasslands are managed by livestock farmers, who in most areas burn annually at the start of the rainy season, in early
summer. This coincides with the onset of the breeding season for birds. The two major drivers of grassland disturbance, fire and
grazing, have therefore been altered dramatically.

All is not lost. Changes to agricultural practices can provide surrogate habitats for certain bird species without compromising the
economics of livestock farming.

Simple changes to current management could translate into immediate biodiversity benefits without compromising the economics of
livestock farming. If managers burn biennially or every three years in a patchwork – so that their farms contain grasslands of different
ages – biodiversity benefits will be demonstrable and immediate.

The effects of fire

Research set out to understand how fire and grazing interact to influence communities of plants, invertebrates and ultimately birds.
The project included a nature reserve, various farming practices and communal lands that lack a managed fire regime. In terms

of vegetation quality, burn frequency has an overriding effect. Both plant species diversity and vegetation structure are negatively
impacted by annual burning. Also, a combination of frequent fires and heavy grazing can result in a low, lawn-like sward.

Communal lands look much the same, even though fires are not managed, simply because grazing pressure is so high. Frequent
burning also affects the diversity of invertebrates, with diversity being lowest in annually burned areas. However, in terms of food
for birds, the pattern is somewhat different. Grasshoppers, which are the favoured food for many insectivorous birds, dominate the
invertebrate fauna. They also respond positively to burning, and are most abundant at sites that have been burned in early summer,
reaching peak abundance towards late summer.

The conundrum for birds

The different responses of vegetation and invertebrates to management practices create a conundrum for birds. Food is most abundant
in areas burned in that breeding season, yet the short grass sward provides little concealment for nests. Most birds who feed in these
areas nest there as well. If birds aggregate where food is abundant, then bird density may not mirror reproductive success, because
nests in these sites are easily located by predators. In other words, bird density may not send an honest signal of bird performance.
These grasslands are rich in predators, with snakes being the main predators of eggs and chicks.

Following more than 400 nests of grassland birds, we found that nest-site selection and nest success are driven by vegetation structure,
which itself is driven by management. For birds that build cup nests on the ground, nest success rates increase through the season. This
is because predation rates fall as vegetation grows. Incorporating plant, insect and bird diversity data in analyses, we confirmed the
importance of conserved areas for birds in moist highland grasslands.

We showed unequivocally that current farm management practices have significant negative repercussions for bird abundance, species
richness, nest density and fledgling output. We can further confirm that the increasingly popular use of “holistic” grazing practices in
intact high altitude grassland systems has a significant detrimental effect on all grassland biodiversity.

Outings / Uitstappies

5 September – Visit to Club Ranch Safaris on the Limpopo River to search for Pel’s Fishing Owl (RvT).
Tuesday 08 September (second Tuesday of September) –Special Spring edition!
17 – 20 September – Limpopo Birding Routes – Off the beaten track event to Blouberg and the Makgabeng Plateau (LM).
Wed 23 September – Birdlife Polokwane Movie Night.
06 October – Monthly meeting.

Contact Persons
Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM
(082 200 4596); San3 de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475), Derek Engelbrecht – DE 0822005277, Richter
van Tonder – RvT 082 213 8276 and Susan Chapman – SC (082 809 7873


