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From the editor!
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this month’s newsletter with your articles and reports on the club outings. Please

contact me should you wish to share your story or sighting with us at labmarcia@gmail.com.
Happy birding! Mareia

Kurisa Moya/DapNaude Dam Outing — 14 May 2016
Article and photos by Geoff Goetsch

The morning of the 14™ of May a group of birders from Birdlife Polokwane made our way towards Kurisa Moya to get our day started.
On the outward journey, we stopped off at the University of Limpopo where we enjoyed good sightings of three Southern Bald Ibis
(Kalkoen Ibis) that were foraging on the sports field alongside a group of Hadeda Ibis. Needless to say, | didn’t get to see them, as |
had missed the turn off all together, and heading off to Haenertsburg! | eventually caught up to the group at Kurisa Moya, where
they were sitting in front of the feeders in Lisa’s garden. At the feeder there were Forest Canary (Gestreepte Kanarie), Swee Waxbill
(Suidelike Swie), African Firefinch (Kaapse Vuurvinkie) and Southern Double-collard Sunbird (Klein-rooibandsuikerbekkie) that were
chasing each other around the flowers.

Before we got too comfortable, David announced that it was time to move into the forest. We stopped off quickly at one of the hides
where we were hoping to see Lemon Dove but luck was not on our side, and the only things to turn up was a single Forest Canary
(Gestreepte Kanarie) and a Striped Field Mouse.

After exiting the hide a pair of Grey Cuckoo Shrikes (Bloukatakoeroe) came to see what all the commotion was about. We started on
the trail again and we soon came across our first bird party. We had great sightings of Yellow-streaked Greenbul
(Geelstreepboskruiper), Square-tailed Drongo (Kleinbyevanger), Lesser Honeyguide (Kleinheuningwyser), Olive Woodpecker
(Gryskopspeg) and Black-fronted Bushshrike (Swartoogboslaksman). Heading further into the forest a Blue-mantled Crested
Flycatcher (Bloukuifvlieévanger) entertained the group until a Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler (Geelkeelsanger) stole the show!
In the distance a Scaly-throated Honeyguide (Gevlekte Heuningwyser) was calling, so we set off to find it. The males are notoriously
difficult to locate because when they call, they usually sit right at the very top of a tree. That didn’t seem to faze Chris Campbell
much, as he pointed the Honeyguide out in no time at all!

Further down the path David heard a Brown Scrub Robin (Bruinwipstert) calling and on our way down another one popped out ot the
thicket and provided us with quick glimpses of it. A Barrett's Warbler (Ruigtesanger) rushed past us and lived up to its reputation of
being a skulker. It eluded most of the group and despite our efforts to try and locate it again, we still could not draw it from the thick
vegetation. As we exited the forest, we were really surprised to hear an African Emerald Cuckoo (Mooimeisie) calling from high up in
the trees as this is late in the season for them.

Back at reception we had a quick lunch, then set off to Dap Naude Dam. The beautiful mountain grassland that surrounds the dam
provided for some different species. We got great views of Drakensberg Prinia (Drakensberglangstertjie), Neddicky (Neddikkie),
Levaillant’s Cisticola (Vleitintinkie) and the Cape Canary (Kaapse Kanarie). There was a Little Grebe (Kleindobbertjie) bobbing away
on the dam and a Reed Cormorant (Rietduiker) sunning itself on a dead tree. The view over the dam and an African Fish Eagle
(Visarend) calling in the distance made for the perfect end to an amazing day!

Thanks to Richter and David for taking us out to experience the beauty of the Houtbosdorp area and for a great days birding!

Thanks to Lisa Martus for affording us the opportunity to wander through the beautiful forests around Kurisa Moya.
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Tracking more than just mammals in Thornybush!
Article by Ali Halajian

The art of tracking workshop was held in the Thornybush Game
Reserve during the weekend of 20-22™ May, a big five game reserve in
the vicinity of Hoedspruit.

After arriving at the reserve on the Friday afternoon we settled into the
Marula Camp which was the main venue during the event. This is such
a cosy place in the bush with only a high, two stranded fence to keep
out the destructive elephant. The camp overlooks an attractive
waterhole that also has a sunken hide from which one can get close up
views of game and birds coming in to drink. While waiting for the rest of
the group to arrive we started looking for tracks around the camp, and
interestingly within a few minutes we found the tracks of five

different mammals within 20m of the dining room.

The whole of Saturday and on Sunday morning we had a great time
looking for tracks during which we saw 4 of the big five and so many
other antelope and carnivores. We did however get the complete set of
‘big five’ tracks. Some of the many other tracks that we were taught
included Aardvark, Genet, Civet, Dwarf Mongoose, Tree Squirrel and
Honey badger. We were also taught about other signs that animals
leave behind such as the browsing signs and territorial markings of
black rhino. What was very interesting was that one can identify so
many birds from their tracks (particularly the terrestrial ones). This adds
a whole new dimension to birding!

Thanks to our host Marius Potgieter and to our instructors Joe Grosel
and Renias Mhlongo (Master tracker from the Tracker Academy) we
had a fabulous time with so many great experiences. Some of the
memorable experiences we had during this bush adventure included
following a female leopard through the bush and seeing her from just a
few meters away, watching a lioness with three cubs only four meters
from the open vehicle, finding the tracks of a big crocodile several
kilometres far from the nearest water and watching a Flap-necked
Chameleon walking across an open area for more than thirty minutes.
At the end of the weekend we were able to differentiate not only the
tracks of big animals but also the tracks of Ant Lion and Millipedes,
thanks to the wonderful master tracker skills of Renias. Besides
achieving the main goal of the weekend, we could also enjoy many
bird species in the bush and around the camp including Retz's Helmet-
Shrike, Ashy Flycatcher, Bearded Woodpecker, Shikra, Lizard Buzzard
and many

Vulture species that were circling around us in the sky. | cannot ignore
the wonderful hospitality of Marius and Elma Potgieter and the
delicious food they served us.

Joe, we are looking forward the next workshop!

‘The
unmistakable
tracks of a
Water Thick-
knee!”’

CLUB OUTINGS / UITSTAPPIES:

09 — 12 June - The Mapungubwe Birding Experience’ with the
Limpopo Honorary Rangers (CH)

18 June — Beginners bird outing and atlassing session in the
Polokwane Game Reserve (RvT)

07 July (Thursday) — Monthly Club meeting

09 July — Mockford Farms for vultures day outing (RvT)

CONTACT PERSONS:

Charles Hardy — CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel —JG (082
415 5250); Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus -
LM (082 200 4596); San3 de Wet — S3 (082 453 2754); Derek
Engelbrecht — DE 0822005277, Richter van Tonder — RvT
082 213 8276

Polokwane features in a World Big Year itinerary!
Article by Lisa Grosel

In 2015, USA birder Noah Strycker se a ‘World Record’ by notching up
an amazing 6042 bird species across 41 countries in a single year.

On the first of January 2016 a Dutch birder by the name of Arjan
Dwarshuis started his ‘Biggest Year’ with the aim of being the first
twitcher to record 6500 species in a calendar year.

With six months done and over 3200 species in the bag Arjan has
begun the South African leg of his birding quest. On his journey
through this part of the world he will be ably assisted by the Birding
African guides. After landing in Johannesburg on Friday 27 May, Arjan
and Ethan Kistler set out for Suikerbosrand and Zaagkuildrif.
Polokwane was the next stop and on Sunday 29" May Joe Grosel
joined Arjaan for a few hours to track down close on 25 ‘tricky’ species
on his hit list for the Polokwane region. Some of the target species
included Short-toed Rock-thrush, Tinkling Cisticola, Shaft-tailed
Whydah, Barred Wren-warbler, Ashy Tit, Cape Penduline-Tit, Short-
clawed Lark and Burnt-necked Eremomela. Fortunately we got all
those and a few more that he didn’t expect to see here. From
Polokwane Arjan headed east to the Kruger National Park and flew
down to Cape Town on the first of June to be guided by Callan Cohen.
From Cape Town he continues onto Ghana.

Apart from attempting to set a new World record Arjan is using the
opportunity to raise at least €100000 for Birdlife International’s
‘Preventing Extincions Programme’ in collaboration with
Vogelbescherming Nederland and the Dutch Birding Association.

You can follow Arjan’s travels and progress on his website and blog
http://arjandwarshuis.com/#biggestyear.

Joe, Arjan & Ethan during the Polokwane leg of Arjan’s ‘Big Year’

Blue-eyed Ground-dove rediscovered in Brazil
Article by Daniel Engelbrecht

One of Brazil's most attractive doves, the Blue-eyed Ground-dove,
has not been seen for nearly a century. It is being described as one of
the most extraordinary stories in Brazilian conservation history. The
birds were last documented in 1941 and have been presumed extinct
since then, until Brazilian ornithologist, Rafael Bessa, recorded the first
individual 74 years after the last of the species was sighted. The
location of the doves is being kept secret for conservation puposes as
only 12 individuals have been found since July last year. The
jubilation of rediscovery quickly turned to sobering thoughts of acting
fast to save the last 12 birds. At the moment, the conservationists are
desperately studying the species, trying to discover more about the
bird’s biology and breeding habits.  Other areas with similar
geographical features to the area where the current population is are
also being searched, in the hope of finding more populations if this
extremely rare bird.

Read more at:
http://focusonwil
dlife.com/news/
blue-eyed-

ground-dove-
rediscovered-in-

brazil/

Photo:
focusingonw
ildlife.com
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