
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 

Just when we thought we were having another mild winter, nature 
struck back with vengeance during July.  
As I sit here in my warm office watching the little Blue Waxbills and 
Red-headed Finches out there in the cold, hopping about on the bird 
feeder, I wonder how such tiny creatures make it through these icy 
winter nights. What’s equally remarkable is that despite the bitterly 
cold weather, they look quite cheerful, happily going about their 
business without a fuss. There must be a lesson in there somewhere 
for us humans. 
 
Talking of ‘lessons & humans” our ‘archaeological’ club outing to the 
Makapans Cave was most enjoyable and informative, under the 
guidance of Mr. Frans Roodt. The exercise also proved that morning 
outings over weekends seem to be quite popular as we had a 
wonderful turnout on the day. Thanks to all who attended. 
 
As you are aware, BirdLife Polokwane will be holding it’s first fund-
raising event next Saturday (11 July) in the form of a ‘fun run and 
bush cycle race’ in the Polokwane Nature Reserve. Your contribution 
will be most valuable, no matter how small  - even by supporting the 
event on the day. Lets make it a success. It’s as the man said .......... 
“Yes we can” 
 
Happy birding to you all. 
 

Lisa     

 

Regional round-up                   Compiled by Joe Grosel  
 
A summary of unusual and interesting bird sightings reported 
from the greater Polokwane region for period April – June 2009. 
 
On Saturday 11 April, Selwyn Rautenbach from Gauteng reported a 
Dusky Lark (Donkerlewerik) which he found in the Polokwane 
Nature Reserve. Although Dusky Larks have been recorded on the 
Polokwane plateau in the past, this constitutes the first record for the 
reserve itself. 
 
A Hooded Vulture (Monnikaasvoël) was seen flying over the farm 
Hollandsdrift near the Ranch Hotel. The occasional visitor to the area 
was obviously attracted to the nearby vulture restaurant at the 
Mockford Piggery. 
 
From the Mockford farm itself comes news that the ‘resident’ 
Palmnut Vulture (Witaasvoël) has been seen on a regular basis at 
the farm’s vulture restaurant over the past few months. 
 
June saw the first arrivals of Polokwane’s now familiar ‘winter 
visitors’ with flocks of Grey Hornbill (Grysneaushoring-voël) and 
White-Crested Helmet-Shrike (Withelmlaksman) having been 
seen in the Geluk and Dalmada areas. 
 
The sighting of the ‘month’ must go to Koos du Plessis, who spotted 
a pair of Orange-winged Pytilia (Oranjevlerkmelba) during a 
rather poorly supported club visit to the Last Post private nature 
reserve near Bandelierkop on April 16th. I’m sure there are a few club 
members who are now sorry they didn’t join Koos on this outing. 
 
Please report any interesting bird sightings to Joe (082 415 5250) or 
Derek (0822005277). 
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OUTING TO MAKAPANSGAT                 Nick Baglow 
 
Well, we timed this club outing to perfection with some 30 people 
plus an assortment of youngsters gathering in the warm winter 
sunshine on the 14th June to be led around this fascinating area by 
Frans Roodt, a well-known local archaeologist. 
 
The first stop was the ‘Limeworks’ site where one can view the fossil-
rich horizons amidst the dolomitic collapsed breccia that gave rise to 
the cave in the first place. The present cave is actually the result of 
excavations by lime miners in the early part of the last century, and 
they stored the fossiliferous material (which was low-grade ore to 
them!) in dumps that have kept scientists and students busy to the 
present day. The recognition of the first australopithecine finds in 
1947 understandably caused much excitement, though it has since 
been determined that these early hominids were in fact carnivore prey, 
not hunters!  
 
At the nearby Cave of Hearths mining of the lime deposits cut through 
ancient cave infill, and stone tools and multiple ash horizons were 
identified. Though some of the hearths were subsequently shown to 
be thick accumulations of bat guano that smouldered and become 
calcined. A large number of hearths were recovered, with ages overall 
varying from Early Stone Age to historic Iron Age at the top. 
 
The adjacent Historic Cave records events of more modern history, 
with the Kekana Ndebele having retreated there after the escalation of 
attacks and counter-attacks with the Trekboers who wanted to secure 
Makapanspoort, a key route to the ivory-rich north. Though accounts 
of what in the end transpired at the cave vary according to source, 
there is no doubting its pivotal role in the events of that time, and it is 
a fitting finale to a tour covering some 3 million years of valley 
history. 
 
Thereafter the group rounded up errant kids and retreated to the shade 
to enjoy a picnic lunch, before ending off the day with a scurry down 
to the dark water at the bottom of the Peppercorn Cave on the other 
side of the valley. 
 
Although the emphasis was squarely on matters geo-archaeological a 
list of 40 plus birds was ticked during the morning including goodies 
such as Jackal Buzzard, Cape Rock-Thrush, Mocking Cliff-Chat, 
African Black Swift and Cape Vulture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frans Roodt expounding on past events at the Lime works Cave 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

What’s on? 
 
1) 11 July – Polokwane Game Auction.  BirdLife Polokwane 
& Wessa cycle race, fun run and family day. Polokwane 
Nature Reserve entrance gate. LG 
 
2) 24 – 26 July – Limpopo Honorary Rangers - Mapungubwe 
Birding Weekend.  Contact Charles Hardy on 0834571721. 
 
3) 26 July - Sunday morning club outing to the Mockford farm 
and vulture restaurant. KdP & LG. 
 

4) 05 August – Birdlife Polokwane - monthly meeting at “Die 
Koraal” 18h30. 
 
5) 27 August – 06 September – Larks, Flowers & Whales 
excursion to the Western Cape with Eden Routes LG. 
  
6) 19 – 20 September – L.B.J identification course at Tembele 
and the Polokwane Nature Reserve LG. 
 

Contact Koos du Plessis - KdP (082 772 5293) or Lisa Grosel 
- LG (083 380 2322) for enquiries & reservations.  

A Twitcher’s Lament                                  Trevor Hardakar 
 

It’s Saturday morning, 15 July 2006. I am sitting at home 
trying to decide whether to go birding or not because the 
weather is not that great outside when suddenly I receive an 
sms from an unknown number asking me to please check my 
email as I have just been emailed some photos of a bird. I 
don’t need too much encouragement to do this and, within 
minutes, my computer is on and I am receiving the email. The 
message reads that the bird in the photo has been visiting a 
farmer’s garden on a farm just north of Williston in the 
Northern Cape for about 3 weeks now. They were not sure 
what it was (but did realize that it was not one of the regular 
visitors to their garden) and eventually, when their son visited 
them, he managed to get a couple of photos of it. Somehow (I 
don’t remember exactly how), they then managed to track 
down Terry Oatley and emailed him the photos. He obviously 
realized what it was immediately and then, via a slightly 
contorted route, the information eventually reached me. Here 
we were faced with the first ever record of an Irania (aka 
White-throated Robin) for Southern Africa that had been 
sitting in someone’s garden for 3 weeks already!! 
 

Then the detective work started…after lots of phone calls, I 
eventually managed to track down a number for the farmer and 
got hold of them. Needless to say, they were quite taken aback 
at my obvious interest in the bird and proudly announced that 
they could still see it in the garden as they were talking to me 
on the telephone!! Well, here was a “slam dunk tick” if ever 
there was such a thing! Maps and routes were checked and it 
looked like it was probably around a 7 hour drive to get to the 
site from Cape Town. If we left immediately, we may just be 
able to make it there before it got dark, but it would be tight. 
Add to this that we had tickets to go and see Barry Hilton, the 
comedian, on Saturday evening and we made the decision to 
rather go to the show and then leave after it, drive through the 
night and get there at first light. This sounded like a reasonable 
plan. Obviously, the news had by now also been distributed to 
the rest of the birding community and they had all 
independently come up with the same decision to aim to be 
there at first light on Sunday morning. I called the farmer again 
late in the afternoon to let them know that there would 
probably be an entourage of birders arriving from both Cape 
Town and Gauteng early the next morning and they confirmed 
that the bird was still present. 
 

So, after lots of laughs with Barry Hilton, several of us jumped 
into a vehicle and hit the road. En route, we hit a few 
rainstorms, but that didn’t put us off too much and we 
eventually arrived at the site to already find a number of rather 
forlorn looking twitchers there…the rainstorms had hit this 
area during the night as well and, on a fresh Sunday morning, 
the Irania was nowhere to be seen! Needless to say, most of us 
spent the rest of the day in the area searching for the bird, but 
to no avail and eventually had to make the long drive back 
empty handed. The bird was never seen again and this must 
surely go down as the biggest ever dip in Southern African 
birding history! 
 

 

 
 

There were 2 important lessons 
to be learnt here – never put 
down winter birding as it can 
turn up some absolute megas 
and never wait when a mega 
presents itself, just drop 
everything and go 
immediately!! 
 

See you at the next big winter 
twitch! 
 

Bird related news snippets from around the word. 
 
‘Expensive tastes' 
 
A Suffolk police investigation into the disappearance of fish 
worth approximately £3200 (over R45000) has been called off 
after a heron was found to be the culprit. Suffolk Police were 
called in after 27 Koi Carp and seven large goldfish vanished 
from a Carlton Colville home. The appeal was recalled soon 
after, when they found a Grey Heron was to blame. A police 
spokesman said: "We take all incidents very seriously and we 
were worried that someone might have made off with fish 
worth thousands of pounds. "Thankfully, on this occasion an 
arrest wasn't necessary." 
 
“Extinct” bird found, photographed & then eaten! 
 
A bird, thought to be extinct, was photographed for the first 
time in the Philippines in January 2009, and then sold to a 
poultry market as food. A Worcester’s Buttonquail (Turnix 
worcesteri), which is also locally known as the Philippines 
quail, is shown being photographed while being held by a bird 
hunter in Caraballo, Philippines (below right). Found only on 
the island of Luzon, Worcester’s buttonquail was known solely 
through drawings based on dated museum specimens collected 
several decades ago. Scientists had suspected the Turnix 
worcesteri species, listed as “data deficient” on the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature’s 2008 Red 
List, was extinct.   Wild Bird Club of the Philippines President 
Michael Lu asked a question that naturally came to my mind: 
“What if this was the last of its species?” The photo was taken 
in Nueva Vizcaya in northern Luzon. The photographer is 
Arnel Telesforo. 
 
Posted by: Loren Coleman on February 19th, 2009 
 
 

 


