
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 

Welcome to the very first Birdlife Polokwane meeting for the 
year.  The much anticipated “2010” has finally arrived and 
with it comes the chance for us South Africans to prove to the 
world that our country has what it takes to be an internationally 
recognized tourist destination. This can only be achieved if we 
all act as true ambassadors for our country and strive to deliver 
service excellence.   May we all benefit from this exciting year 
and be blessed with love, health, happiness and many great 
birding experiences! 
  

This evening sees the sitting of our 11th Annual General 
Meeting. I trust and hope that the newly elected committee 
members take on their role with enthusiasm and dedication and 
thank you to our current committee for your commitment and 
hard work during 2010. We are extremely grateful. 
 

One of our objectives at Birdlife Polokwane this year is to 
increase our membership and member participation at outings 
and events.  This objective can only be met if we all make a 
concerted effort to support our club on outings and encourage 
potentially new members to join us at our monthly meetings.   
 
WE NEED ALL YOUR SUPPORT AND PARTICIPATION IN 2010! 
 

Happy birding to you all. 
 

Lisa     

 

Regional round-up                            Compiled by Joe Grosel  
 

Here is a summary of unusual and interesting bird 
sightings reported from the greater Polokwane region for 
January 2010. 
 
1) Numerous Olive-tree Warblers (Olyfboomsangers) were recorded 
around the Polokwane January. A reliable stakeout for this bird is 
within the Acacia tickets around Aloe Ridge Dam in the Polokwane 
Nature Reserve.  
 
2) On Friday 08 Jan a mixed flock of bee-eater flying over the nature 
reserve produced several Blue-cheeked (Blouwangbyvreter) and a 
single Carmine Bee-eater (Rooiborsbyvreter). Both species are 
recorded regularly to the north of Polokwane but rarely venture onto 
the plateau. 
 
3) On the 16rd of January the folks of Tembele Country Estate, east of 
Polokwane had a surprise visit from of a male African Golden Oriole 
(Afrikaanse Wielewaal). The bird was happily feeding on Cape Ash  
(Ekebergia capensis) fruit. This species’ preferred habitats are the 
broad-leaved woodlands and riparian forests of the far north-eastern 
South Africa, Zimbabwe and further north, so it is quite a rare 
occurrence to find it this far south  
 
4) Prof Derek Engelbrecht, who’s been monitoring the breeding of 
several species on the farm Deloskop (37km north of Polokwane) has 
had some wonderful sightings around the large earth dam on the farm. 
Here are a few of his special sightings recorded between 15 & 23 Jan:  

P.O Box 699   
Fauna Park 

0787 
Tel: 015 263 6473 

www birdlifepolokwane co za

TThhee 
LLaarrkk  

LLeeaafflleett  FFeebbrruuaarryy  22001100  

2009  - Birding Big Day Results 
 

On the November 28th 2009 close on 150 teams participated in 
this popular event across the country. At least 45 teams 
selected sites within the Limpopo Province as their centre 
points and when looking at the final results it’s now clear that 
our own Capricorn – Letaba birding route can be regarded as 
the best location for “power birding” in the country. 
 

Here is a summary of how some of the Limpopo teams fared.  
 

Team Name Team 
Leader 

No of 
Species 

Overall 
Position 

Centre Point 

     
Family Category 
     
Mossies in 
Action 

Rudolph 
Oosthuizen 

202 2nd Houtbosdorp 

     
Open Catagory 
     
Zonke iNyoni Joe Grosel 313 1st Woodbush 
WESSA/Brits 
Rotary Club 

John 
Wesson 

307 2nd Houtbosdorp 

Ndumo 
Penguins 

John 
Davies 

278 4th Haenertsburg 

Entabeni 
Eagles 

Jens 
Reissig 

234 9th Mookgophong 

The Four 
Dikkops 

Charles 
Hardy 

229 12th Haenertsburg 

Laduma 
Pennant Wings 

David 
Letsoalo 

205 16th Thohoyandou 

 
Our congratulations go to all the teams from our region that 
supported the event. Hopefully a few more from Birdlife 
Polokwane will enter this year’s Birding Big Day challenge on 
November 27h. (ed.) 

4) A group of four Blue Cranes (Bloukraanvoël), Montagu’s 
Harrier (Blouvleivalk), nine Greater Flamingos (Grootflamink), 
several Maccoa Duck (Bloubekeend), and a young Saddle-billed 
Stork (Saalbekooievaar). All of the above species can be considered 
as uncommon species for this region of the country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Derek’s sighting of the month at Deloskop was undoubtedly of a 
stunning male Western Marsh Harrier (Europese Vleivalk) which 
was flying over the fallow agricultural fields on the 15 Jan. This 
species is regarded as a national rarity. 
 
Please report any unusual sightings around the Polokwane area to Joe. 

A single White-fronted Plover 
(Vaalstrandkiewiet) was also 
hanging around the dam for a few 
days. The closest breeding 
population of this species is along 
the Limpopo River. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What’s on? 
 
1) 09 & 10 Feb - Summer CWAC counts LG. 
 
2) Friday 12 Feb – Birding Night Drive in the Polokwane Nature 
Reserve KdP. 
 
3) 13 – 14 Feb. Tree identification course in Nylsvley. LG. 
 
4) 19 to 22 Feb  - Raptor identification course, Olifants Camp, KNP, 
hosted by the Limpopo Honorary Rangers. CH. 
 
5) 03 March - Bird club meeting at “Die Koraal” 18h30. 
 
6) 13 March – “Warblers & Waders” birding, ringing and atlassing in 
the Polokwane Bird Sanctuary. KdP. 
 
7) 26 Mar - 07 Apr – Namibian Birding Safari with Eden Routes LG. 
 
8) 07 April - Bird club meeting at “Die Koraal” 18h30 
 
9) 17 April - Day outing to Deloskop and Dendron KdP & San3. 
 
10) 8—9 May, Cape Parrot Count KdP 
     
Contact Koos du Plessis - KdP (082 772 5293), Lisa Grosel - LG 
(083 380 2322) Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721) and San3 de Wet 
– San3 (0824532754) for enquiries & reservations.

 
Some Special birds ... North of the border & beyond. 
 
Our members do travel, and it is always interesting to hear 
what those lucky enough to have the opportunity to bird 
outside our province come across. Should cause us all to 
dream, or at the very least whet our appetites to really get out 
there! 
 
Susan undertook a trip to Zimbabwe in the last week of 
November, centred on the Harare area and Zambesi Valley. 
Normally a sane person wouldn’t venture to the latter area in 
summer, but if you want to catch the African Pitta that is 
exactly what one must do – just after the first rains. And she 
was successful; several birds were calling beautifully and 
making themselves visible over a period of several days! 
Though this beauty was the prime target, she added other good 
species such as Lillian’s Lovebird,….to her list. 
 
Earlier Nick had been in Uganda, squeezing a bit of birding 
into a work trip (or was it the other way around?). Being out of 
our Southern Africa area many of the birds are different, and 
even locally common species are new. Some just seem to be 
variations…a black-headed Gonolek looks like a crimson-
breasted shrike, sounds like a crimson-breasted shrike… But 
with over 1000 species recorded in a country roughly the size 
of the old Transvaal, there are many more exotic birds less 
likely to confuse in the field. And plenty of them – the country 
is fertile and birds do not feature strongly on the rural menus.  
In fact the people are very proud of 
their national bird, the Grey Crowned 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Arctic Tern - king of migration. 
 
The avian world is known for its great migrations. Albatrosses, 
godwits, and sooty shearwaters all undertake epic journeys. But none 
can quite match the Arctic tern's Sterna paradisaea colossal trip. 
Starting in August and September, this small bird - which weighs little 
more than 100g will head away from Greenland with the intention of 
getting to the Weddell Sea, on the shores of Antarctica. It will spend 
about four or five months in the deep south before heading back to the 
far north, arriving home in May or June.  
 
A team from Greenland, Denmark, the US, the UK and Iceland 
attached tiny tracking devices (1.4g) called "geolocators" to several 
birds to find out exactly where they went on this polar round trip. The 
devices record light intensity. This gives an estimate of the local day 
length, and the times of sunrise and sunset; and from this information 
it is possible to work out a geographical position of the birds. The 
geolocators revealed some fascinating information. The first surprise 
is that the terns do not make straight for the Antarctic when they leave 
the Arctic, but make a lengthy stop-over in the middle of the North 
Atlantic, about 1,000km north of the Azores.  
Here, they feed on zooplankton and fish to fuel themselves for the 
long journey ahead. The birds then head south along the coast of 
western Europe and western Africa before making a choice, either to 
continue hugging Africa or sweep across the Atlantic from the Cape 
Verde Islands to continue the journey along the Brazilian coast.  
About half the birds that were tracked decided to take the South 
American path. It is not clear why, but the researchers believe wind 
might make either route seem favourable to the terns. After spending 
their northern winter months in Antarctic waters, the terns then fly 
back towards the Arctic. But rather than retracing their southward 
flight paths, the birds follow a gigantic "S" pattern up the middle of 
the Atlantic Ocean.  
"This is completely new knowledge," said ornithologist, Carsten 
Egevang of the Greenland Institute.  
"They make a detour of several thousand km but once we start 
comparing the route to the prevailing wind system, it makes perfect 
sense - moving in a counter-clockwise direction in the Southern 
Hemisphere, and clockwise in the Northern Hemisphere.  
"It's just more energy-efficient for them to do that even though they 
are travelling several thousand more km than if they flew in a straight 
line."  
 
After setting out (yellow line) the birds pause in the North Atlantic 
(red circle) to feed. Going home (orange line), they follow the winds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What the geolocaters measured: 
 
Total distance travelled 70,900km 
On southbound leg: 34,600km 
Daily progress south: 330km 
On northbound leg: 25,700km 
Daily progress north: 520km 
Within Winter grounds: 10,900km 
 
Extracts from a report by Jonathan.Amos-
INTERNET@bbc.co.uk 

 ‘Uganda’ Crane, which can be seen 
strutting around in almost every 
village; more common than 
chickens! Oh, and they have 
Shoebills – which certainly do not 
look like anything else on earth!! No 
doubt the club will have a talk later 
in the year on the subject.  
 
We’re looking forward to it Nick? 

 


