
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the first Birdlife Polokwane meeting of 2011!   
 

From the outcome of a meeting held with the current bird club 
committee on the 22 January 2011, all indications are that this year 
will be filled with exciting new birding projects, challenges, outings 
and monthly meetings - so watch this space! 
 

Tonight sees us hold our 12th AGM and the election of a new 
committee.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
committee members for their support and commitment over the past 
year. After over six years of being the club’s newsletter editor and 
P.R.O I have decided to step down and allow for some fresh 
inspiration to steer “The Lark”.... to greater heights.  I have no doubt 
that whoever takes up the challenge will do a mighty fine job of it.  
 

As you will note from our outings page we are kicking off this year 
with a bang and an array of outings are planned, starting off this 
weekend with the one of the annual summer CWAC counts. We 
would love for you all to be there and enjoy a morning of birding at 
our local bird sanctuary. 
 
As with any club or association we are only as strong and dynamic as 
each club member and it is up to us, the members to make and shape 
the bird club to what we want it to be, therefore your active support 
and participation is of great importance. 
 

Here is to a great new birding year. 
 

Cheers!  
 
Lisa   
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2010 - Birding Big Day Results 
 

On Saturday the 27th of November 274 teams participated in Birding 
Big Day across the country. Seventy-two teams partook in the open 
category of which 24 teams selected sites within the Limpopo 
Province as their centre points. Of these, seven were placed in the top 
10 positions and when looking at the final results it’s clear that our 
own Capricorn – Letaba birding route can be arguably be regarded as 
the best location for birding big day in the country. 
 

Here is a summary of how some of the Limpopo teams fared.  
 
Team Name Team 

Leader 
No of 
Species 

Overall 
Position 

Centre Point 

Family Category 
Wat-Kyk-Jy Richter van 

Tonder 
176 1st Boyne 

Muldoon 
Family 

Yvette 
Muldoon 

133 4th Zion City Moria 

Open Category 
Zonke iNyoni Joe Grosel 319 1st Woodbush 
The Four 
Nicators 

John 
Davies 

307 3rd Woodbush 

WESSA/ 
Rotary Brits 

John 
Wesson 

301 4th Houtbosdorp 

The Four 
Dikkops 

Charles 
Hardy 

243 6th Haenertsburg 

Laduma 
Pennant Wings 

David 
Letsoalo 

233 7th Thohoyandou 

Ngala 
Nimmersats 

Alastair 
Kilpin 

230 8th Ngala Private 
Game Reserve 

Whyte English 
Squires 

Ian Whyte 229 9th Klopperfontein 
Dam 

 

Our congratulations go to all the teams from our region who supported 
the event and especially to the van Tonders and team Zonke iNyoni 
who won their respective categories. Hopefully a few more teams 
from Birdlife Polokwane will enter this year’s Birding Big Day 
challenge on November 26th. (ed.) 

The Ramsar Convention - Joe Grosel 
 

As today is World Wetlands Day I thought it would be 
appropriate to highlight the Ramsar initiative.  
The Convention on Wetlands, signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971, is an 
intergovernmental treaty which provides the framework for national action 
and international cooperation for the conservation and wise use of 
wetlands and their resources. This year the Ramsar Convention, also 
known as the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance is 
celebrating its 40th anniversary. Visit www.ramsar.org for more 
information and for a detailed list of the World’s Ramsar sites.  
 

There are presently 155 Contracting Parties to the Convention, with 1674 
wetland sites, totaling 150 million hectares, designated for inclusion in the 
Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance. South Africa 
currently has 20 Ramsar sites, 19 of which are Important Bird Areas 
(IBAs). According to Carolyn Ah Shene-Verdoorn, Policy & Advocacy 
Manager for BirdLife South Africa the protection of the IBAs, along with 
the bird species dependant on them is a top priority for BirdLife South 
Africa. “BirdLife South Africa will continue offering support to the 
national Department of Environmental Affairs in the administration of the 
Ramsar Convention in South Africa, as well as to the management 
authorities responsible for the management of the sites. Creating an 
awareness amongst all South Africans, especially children, about the 
importance of wetlands is also a priority for BirdLife South Africa, and 
this commitment will ensure that the annual World Wetlands Day 
celebrations forms part of the BirdLife South Africa annual calendar”. 
 

Some of the better known Ramsar sites in South Africa are Barberspan, 
the St. Lucia System, Kosi Bay, Langebaan, Nylsvley Nature Reserve,  
Ndumo Game Reserve and the Orange River Mouth. The Makuleke 
Wetlands in the Limpopo River Valley adjoining the Kruger National Park 
is currently being considered for ramsar status. 

African Pitta Quest 2010                               by Derek Engelbrecht 
 
Ever since I started birding, the African Pitta was probably one of the 
“most wanted” birds on my list. I’ve had several unsuccessful 
attempts at finding it, so in December I joined friend and Zimbabwean 
bird guide Tony Wood on a quest to find the African Pitta. Our 
destination was the remote Masoko village on the Angwa River in the 
lower Zambezi River valley. We arrived just after 13:00, quickly 
organized camp and then set off with our on-site bird guide, 
McKenzie who took us straight to our first African Pitta – and a lone 
buffalo – in the thickets, no more than 40m from our camp. We saw 
several pittas over the next few days, including a memorable sighting 
of one sitting on the roof of the lapa! It will also take something 
special to beat being woken by the call of an Angolan Pitta right next 
to your hut. 
 
With the Quest achieved within 2 hours of our arrival, spirits were 
high (and flowing). The next few days were spent looking for other 
specials in the area. Some of the highlights were Böhms Spinetail, 
Arnot’s Chat, White-breasted Cuckoo-shrike, Southern Ground 
Hornbill, Eastern Nicator, Livingstone’s Flycatcher and an assortment 
of raptors. In the evenings, we were entertained by the resident pair of 
Wood Owls eaves dropping on our conversation, calling whenever 
somebody was starting to separate fact from fiction. It was a real hoot 
– no pun intended.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

Upcoming events 
 
1) Sat, 05 Feb - CWAC count at the Polokwane Bird Sanctuary LG. 
 
2) Wednesday 09 February – CWAC counts at Sterkloop, Vencor, 
Kalkfontein and Deloskop LG. 
 
3) Sat, 12 Feb - Day visit to Turfloop Dam for a CWAC count. AR. 
 
4) 19 – 20 Feb - Birdlife Polokwane open bird ringing weekend at the 
Polokwane Game Reserve. SV & AR. 
 
5) Wednesday 02 March – Monthly club meeting at “Die Koraal” 
18h30. 
 
6) 03–06 March – Honorary Rangers present a Raptor Identification 
Course at Letaba Camp - KNP. CH 
 
7) 05 – 06 March – Birding weekend to the Nylsvley Nature Reserve 
SV & AR 
 
8) Sat, 19 March - Day outing for birding and atlassing to the farm 
Bosbult (25km east of Polokwane) SV  
 
9) 21 – 25 March – Fly-in Zambezi birding safari to Sekoma Island – 
Zambia with Eden Routes. LG 
 
Contact Lisa Grosel -LG (083 380 2322), Charles Hardy –CH (083 457 1721), 
Saartjie Venter -SV (083 653 0475), Almari Robbertse -AR (0837404803) and 
San3 de Wet – S3 (0824532754) for enquiries & reservations.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birding Big Day 2010 report for Team Zonke iNyoni  
by Déwald Swanepoel 
 
Team Zonke iNyoni, consisting of Joe Grosel, Selwyn Rautenbach 
and Déwald Swanepoel, again participated in Birding Big Day this 
year. Derek Engelbrecht was our scribe for the important Polokwane 
Nature Reserve leg of the program while San3 de Wet ably and 
enthusiastically assisted us for the remainder of the day and by 
assuming the role of scribe, time keeper, motivational speech orator 
and ‘sarmie’ purveyor. 
 
The day started at 03:00 with Crowned Lapwing, Spotted Thick-knee, 
Barn Owl and Spotted Eagle-Owl in Joe’s Garden from where we hit 
the road to Polokwane Nature Reserve. 
 
Our start in the Polokwane Nature Reserve was particularly good and 
we managed to tick off just about all the nocturnal birds that we could 
realistically hope for, meaning that we did not need to plan for a 
return visit at the end of the day. We finished up at the reserve by 
08:30 on a total of 152 species, our second best start to date. 
Notable species: Southern White-faced Scops-Owl, African Pygmy-
Kingfisher, Monotonous Lark, Short-clawed Lark, Secretarybird, 
Shelley’s Francolin, Red-throated Wryneck, Red-crested Korhaan, 
African Hawk-Eagle, Cape Penduline-Tit, Terrestrial Brownbul, Lazy 
Cisticola, Tinkling Cisticola, Marsh Warbler, Olive-tree Warbler, 
Yellow-bellied Eremomela, Bushveld Pipit, Yellow Canary, Short-
toed Rock-Thrush. 
 
The first half of our spots surrounding the city produced reasonably 
well. Sterkloop Dam is clearly suffering badly from a recently 
developed settlement a stone’s throw away. While it did produce the 
most important birds we usually target at this locality (18 in total), it is 
in a dismal state and we don’t have high hopes that it will continue to 
offer such good birding for very much longer. It might even spell the 
demise of the isolated population of Spike-heeled Larks found around 
the dam which would be truly disastrous. Other species worth a 
mention include White-backed Duck, Maccoa Duck and African 
Quailfinch. 
 
The Polokwane Bird Sanctuary offered up another 20 species with 
African Rail, White-throated Robin-Chat, Yellow-bellied Greenbul, 
Sedge Warbler, Great Reed Warbler and sensational views of Garden 
Warbler. 
We next headed for our northern Polokwane outlying birding spots 
where birding slowed down markedly. We ticked our 200th bird at 
10:35 and when we eventually left the Polokwane area at 11:45, our 
list was standing on 210. Some of the notable species recorded in this 
area included Abdim’s Stork, White-backed and Cape Vulture, Lanner 
Falcon, Red-headed Finch and Black Kite. 
 
Turfloop dam always delivers a generous number and afforded us 
another 10 species, including the likes of Lesser Honeyguide, 
Mocking Cliff-Chat, Black Sparrowhawk and Curlew Sandpiper. 
 
We continued to Haenertsburg and picked up a few birds en route, 
with Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk being one of the highlights of the 
day. The Haenertsburg area turned up some 28 species with Wailing 
Cisticola, Croaking Cisticola, Long-billed Pipit, Long-crested Eagle, 
Dark-capped Yellow Warbler and Drakensberg Prinia worth a 
mention. The various spots throughout Magoebaskloof had good 
birding and by 14:30 we ticked our 250th bird along the Lower Forest 
Drive. We picked up a total of 30 species around Magoebaskloof with 
many of the usual suspects such as Orange Ground-Thrush, African 
Emerald Cuckoo, Narina Trogon, Mountain Wagtail, African 
Crowned Eagle, Black-fronted Bush-Shrike, White-starred Robin, 
Barratt’s Warbler and Green Twinspot to name but a few. 
 
In Tzaneen we managed to record Magpie Mannikin, a bird that we 
have seen on ‘recces’ before but never on Birding Big Day itself. 
Other decent birds found include Red-backed Mannikin, Dusky 
Indigobird, Scarlet-chested Sunbird, Common House-Martin and 
Grey-rumped Swallow. 
 
We next headed into the lowveld proper where, as with the previous 
year, the birds along Pierre Homan Road really came to the party. 
Along with our 300th bird in the form of Stierling’s Wren-Warbler at 

17:35, we also notched up Gorgeous Bush-Shrike, African Goshawk, 
Yellow-throated Longclaw, Tambourine Dove and a large flock of 
African Openbill. 
 
We next paid a quick visit to the Tarentaal Conference Centre where 
we saw three more birds and then Taganashoek where we managed to 
mop up a last few broad leaved woodland species such as Black-
bellied Bustard, Striped Kingfisher, Pale Flycatcher and Red-headed 
Weaver. 
 
We then ‘legged’ it to the Junction Dams in the hope of arriving there 
before the light finally failed. Upon arrival we were immediately 
greeted by Water Thick-knee, a bird we have dipped on often before, 
and thanks to good birding optics, we managed to clinch a last minute 
Little Stint in the rapidly dying light. 
 
With nightfall comes a slightly more relaxed time when we don’t rush 
around as madly anymore but there were still birds to be found, 
although we dipped on the Square-tailed Nightjar. After affording 
some time to fill the car up with petrol and our mouths with pasta 
salad we headed back to Magoebaskloof where African Wood-Owl 
and Buff-spotted Flufftail found their respective ways onto our list. 
The day ended back in Polokwane where, at 23:35 we ticked Lesser 
Masked-Weaver at the Golf Course, our 319th and final bird. 
 
The day was very pleasant indeed and the weather near perfect. Even 
so, we certainly surprised ourselves with the total score considering 
that we had virtually no opportunities to prepare for the day. However, 
all the preparations from previous years are still paying dividends and 
the route still amazes us with its richness. We recorded no fewer than 
6 species which, in the last four years, we have not recorded on 
Birding Big Day or on any of the ‘recces’, bringing our total number 
of species for the area to 427. 
 

 

Team Zonke iNyoni 
 
From left to right -  
Joe Grosel (team 
leader), San3 de Wet 
(scribe) Selwyn 
Rautenbach and 
Dewald Swanepoel.  
 
Missing is Derek 
Engelbrecht who was 
the team scribe for 
the first five hours of 
the day.


