
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 
 
Well, can you believe that the February is already over and what a busy 
month this was for our Bird Club!  
 
We had three different CWAC count outings, a bird ringing weekend 
and I am sure many other individual outings, as well, since there is a 
600 bird list challenge to keep up with. This list is fast growing! Keep 
sending in your sightings and start looking for the species that are still 
outstanding. You can view the list on the website, 
www.birdlifepolokwane.co.za, it is regularly updated. 
 
The CWAC counts went well and it was heartwarming to see so many 
water birds, as the articles will inform you.  
 
The bird ringing exercise was also well attended. Thank you to Derek 
and Billy for your devotion and patience!  If I had to handle those little 
creatures, there would certainly be many less specimens left  for 
research. It was  amazing to see the Cape penduline tit (kapokvoël) so 
close up and even more amazing to see with what little effort you 
handled this 6g-birdie.  
 
Our second challenge for the year, namely the bird atlassing project will 
receive attention during the next two month’s planned outings. You are 
encouraged to come along and make a contribution in this way. Who 
knows, you might even tick a lifer, on the day. And after all, it is not as 
difficult as it seems.  
 
Thank you to all the club members who send in articles to contribute 
towards this newsletter. Please keep sending these, because without 
your news, there would be no news. 
 
Happy birding!     Wilna 
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CWAC Count – 5 February – Bird Sanctuary by Wilna Campbell
 
This summer’s CWAC counts started off at the Bird Sanctuary on 
Saturday, 5 February. This outing was lead by Conrad van Tonder and 
was attended by the following club members: Chris & Wilna Campbell, 
Nico Oosthuizen, Saartjie & Chantelle Venter and Annamarie Wilson. 
 
It was encouraging to see that the water quality at the first dam, was 
better than before and that there was some birdlife prevalent. The 
following water species were seen: African Jacana, Wood Sandpiper ( a 
group of 50 plus), Sacred Ibis (20+),  Blacksmith Lapwing, Three-
banded Plover, Black-headed Heron, Red-billed teal, Common 
Moorhen, Black-winged Stilt, African Purple Swamphen (previously 
called Gallinule), Black Crake, Yellow-billed Duck, Hottentot Teal and 
Common Sandpiper.    
 
Other “non-CWAC” species were also seen, of which the most special 
to me was a pair of black collared barbets. 
 

 
 
This picture of the Amur Falcon was taken by Jody – they were “playing around” and catching 
insects in the grass, in the new industrial area, opposite the SA Breweries 

CWAC counts conducted on 9th February by Joe Grosel
 
For those who do not know yet, C.W.A.C is an acronym for Coordinated 
Wetland Avifaunal Counts, a waterbird monitoring project run by the 
University of Cape Town’s Animal Demography Unit. The bi-annual 
counts of aquatic associated bird species, at selected wetland areas, 
are performed by volunteers throughout the country. In early February 
and at the end of July, members of Birdlife Polokwane count the water 
birds at 7 sites in the Polokwane and Dendron region. The prominent 
sites in this area are: the Sterkloop Wetlands (situated on the Percy 
Fyfe Road outside Westernburg - this is one of the only perennial 
natural springs in the Polokwane area), Turfloop Dam (a reasonably 
sized dam, situated a few kilometres east of the University of Limpopo), 
the Rondepan Farm Dams (a series of small reservoirs around the 
Vencor cattle feedlots), Kalkfontein Dam (a large irrigation dam in the 
Hout River on the northern edge of the Polokwane Plateau, 
approximately 30km north of Polokwane), Polokwane Bird Sanctuary 
(a series of settling dams that are fed by the neighbouring Water 
Purification Works) and the Deloskop Farm Dam (a fairly large but 
erratic earth dam, located at the southern base of the Deloskop hill, 
southwest of Dendron).  
 
On February 9th, I was accompanied by Charles Hardy, Bruce Goetsch 
and Wilna Campbell for a morning of “cwacing” as we monitored the 
four westerly sites. Conditions were ideal and waterbirds were plentiful 
as close on 4000 birds were counted in less than 5 hours.  
 
Here are some of the highlights at the respective sites:  
 
Sterkloop – no great numbers but quality birds, including Maccoa Duck 
(5), White-backed Duck (11) and Great Crested Grebe. 
Rondepan – A celebration of storks with 110 Abdim’s, 360 White and 
200 Marabou Stork. Other high numbers came from Comb Duck (106), 
Sacred Ibis (335), Egyptian Goose (135), Cattle Egret (200) and Red-

billed Teal (85). The luecistic (white) Three-banded Plover, which has 
become a bit of a celebrity at this site, was seen for the fifth year 
running.  
Kalkfontein – Well over a thousand birds were counted here, with the 
big numbers coming from Egyptian Goose (210), Marabou Stork (115), 
Blacksmith Lapwing (105), Kittlitz’s Plover (115) and Ruff (190).  
Deloskop – Produced even more Egyptian Geese … 453 to be exact. 
Good numbers of Kittlitz’s Plover (125) and Comb Duck (50) were also 
recorded. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Upcoming events 
1) Wed,  2 March - Monthly meeting at “Die Koraal” at 18:30 LG 
2)  05 – 06 March – Birding weekend to the Nylsvley Nature Reserve 
SV & AR 
3)  Sat, 19 March - Day outing for birding and atlassing to the farm 
Bosbult (25km east of Polokwane) SV  
4) Wed, 6 April – Monthly meeting at “Die Koraal” at 18:30 LG 
5)  Sat, 9 April – Day outing for birding and atlassing to Dendron Al3 
Boerdery/ Legkraal SV & AR 
6) 29 April – 02 May – Birding long weekend at Mapungubwe hosted 
by the Limpopo Honorary Rangers and presented by the Greater 
Limpopo Birding Routes. CH 
7) Wed, 04 May – Monthly meeting at “Die Koraal” at 18h30 
8) 12 – 15 May – Greater Limpopo Birding Routes presents the Venda 
4 x 4 birding long weekend. Contact Lisa Martus at 072 397 9624 for 
info and reservations   
 
Contact Lisa Grosel -LG (083 380 2322), Charles Hardy –CH (083 457 1721), Saartjie Venter -
SV (083 653 0475), Almari Robbertse -AR (0837404803) and San3 de Wet – S3 (0824532754) 
for enquiries & reservations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The rescue of the Brown Snake Eagle  by Chris Campbell 
 
Whilst working in the Mussina area on the 1st of December 2010, I saw 
a Brown Snake Eagle sitting near the edge of the road and a bit further 
on a dead rock monitor lizard. It appeared that the snake eagle was hit 
by a vehicle, whilst trying to get the lizard. I stopped to have a closer 
look and saw it had some blood in one eye and blood on one  wing. 
 
Fortunately, I had one of Shona’s towels in the car so I threw the towel 
over the eagle and put it in a large sack that I had handy.  Just after 
4pm I got it to Xander. 
 
Xander examined the snake eagle, injected it with his secret recipe and 
also gave it some fluids for dehydration.  The most interesting aspect for 
me, was to see the white under the eye lid, which can only be seen from 
such a short distance.   
 
After a few days in “hospital”, it was passed on to Dr Dawid Botes, who 
saw it was flying very well, so he released it after a few days and 
hopefully it flew back to its mate. 
 
A very satisfying thing to do as if it had not been given a helping hand, it 
would not have survived. With hind sight, it was a missed opportunity for 
one of our ringers to do their thing, may be next time? A big thank you 
to Xander and Dawid (Polokwane’s very own unsung hero’s) who made 
it work.  

CWAW Uitstappie  – Turfloopdam deur Almari Robbertse
 
Saterdag, 12 Februarie, so teen 7 uur het vyf van ons  klublede - Jody, 
Nick, Almari, Richter en Marcia - na Turfloopdam vertrek. Langs die pad 
het ons solank ‘n daglysie begin maak, met ‘n Oostelike Rooipootvalkie 
as begin.  Die dam was baie vol met geen grond om die dam sigbaar 
nie, net riete en gras. Voëllewe op die dam was meestal beperk tot 
Bleshoenders waarvan ons so 81 getel het. Ander watervoëls getel was 
Kolganse 14, Geelbekeende 9, Witrugeende 4, Rooibekeende 2 en die 
res slegs 1 van elk nl. ‘n Swart eend, Klein Dobbertjie, Groot 
Waterhoender, Bosruiter en Groenpootruiter. Langs die dam het ons 
heelwat ander voëls afgemerk op ons lys, waarvan twee Rooi-Assies ‘n 
hoogtepunt was, aangesien hul nie meer baie opgemerk word in ons 
omgewing nie. Ons lys vir ander voëls wat nie onder die CWAC getel 
het nie was 37. Na die tellery het Jody, Nick en Almari  die Grys-kwikkie 
by Debengeni Waterval gaan soek. Die geluk was aan ons kant. Na ‘n 
rukkie se besigtiging het ons teruggekeer van ‘n heerlike oggend -
uitstappie. 
 

Bird Ringing Weekend   by Nick Baglow
 
The club hosted a successful bird ringing weekend over 19—20 
February in the Polokwane Game Reserve. Our usual spot at the aloe 
ridge waterhole was given a break due to lack of water there, and we 
set-up instead in the acacia scrub nearer the middle of the reserve. 
 
Derek and Billy got things started each day, and  they do seem to take 
a certain pleasure in getting up before the birds and setting up the nets 
in the early morning gloom. Thereafter a steady stream of members 
pitched up at various times during the course of the days, socialising 
and assisting with the data recording or honing their patience skills in 
attempting to extricate the birds caught in the nets. At times it can be 
debated as to whether the birds or the birders get more stressed! 
 

 
Fig 1   The De Kock girls needed a little initial convincing that LBJ’s can be every 
bit as interesting as the raptors that their Dad fixes up! 
 
A total of 104 birds were ringed, with a total of 35 species recorded. 
These included Cape Penduline Tit (our smallest species), Great 
Sparrow, Barred Warbler, Sharp-billed Honeybird, Rattling 
Cisticola, Diederik and Jacobin Cuckoo, Magpie Shrike, Brown-
crowned Tchagra and White-browed and Kalahari Scrub-robin. The 
opportunity to get up close and personal with these birds is a special 
experience for young and old, experienced and novice birder alike, so 
for those who missed out, make a note to join in next time! 

 
Fig 2   Clockwise from top left: diagnostic white outer tail feathers of the Sharp-
billed (Brown-backed) Honeybird, frontal view of the same bird, stunning colours 
of the Diederik Cuckoo, and the Three-streaked (Brown-crowned) Tchagra. 


