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From the Editor 
 
Once again, our club members have proved how involved they are and 
what a great activity birding is. The Club outing to the Crown 
Rehabilitation Centre and the atlassing exercise thereafter was well 
attended. Although the atlassing was not so rewarding, everyone enjoyed 
the walk on the farm and Joe even introduced us to a very special plant, 
namely the resurrection bush that came to life in a glass of water on my 
kitchen counter. Truly amazing! 
 
We also had our very first and very own “night at the movies”, complete 
with popcorn. Due to the generosity of our hosts from Yellowstone Lodge, 
who sponsored the venue, this turned out to be a worthwhile fund raising 
event for the Crown Rehabilitation Centre, while everyone enjoyed the 
too familiar behaviour of the characters in the film “The Big Year”. We 
even recognised a few traits amongst our own fellow birders.... 
 
Our 2012 Limpopo 550 Challenge is currently standing on 484 species. 
Hopefully this will soon pick up, as Spring is nearing and we will be able 
to celebrate our own big year! 
 
Happy birding to all of you.  
 
Wilna 
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Bird Clips from our Members 
 
Over the weekend of 25 – 26 July, six Limpopo Bird Guides joined other 
birding enthusiasts to attend the workshop given by Dr Alan Kemp titled 
“The Business of Being a Bird”.  This course was organised by Mrs 
Marion Mengell of the Friends of Nylsvley and our participation was 
sponsored by the Ben de Boer Trust.  We found the course very 
educational and informative and particularly enjoyed the information 
about the communication techniques of birds.  We also had some 
excellent outings around Nylsvley, with highlights being the Marsh Owl 
and African Snipe. 
 
We would like to thank everyone for their contributions to the Ben de 
Boer Trust that has enabled Limpopo Bird Guides to attend various 
workshops, as well as supporting the education programme run by the 
guides, called ‘Birds in Trees’.  In addition to supplying the guides with 
uniforms and business cards, the Trust has also provided Samson 
Mulaudzi and Christopher Nethonzhe with motorbikes in order to 
facilitate their bird guiding, educational programmes and avian 
research.  The Trust has also purchased laptops for some of the top 
guides to enable them to capture research data and market their birding 
businesses.   
 
With the three year anniversary of Ben de Boer’s passing coming up on 
the 1st of August, we would like to honour him for how he empowered 
Limpopo Bird Guides before and even since his death. 
 
David Letsoalo - On behalf of the Greater Limpopo Birding Route 
Guides. 

 
Limpopo Specials (12): Grey-headed Parrot (Savannepapegaai) 
Poicephalus fusicollis                                compiled by Joe 
Grosel  
 
The Grey-headed Parrot has a fairly wide distribution range that runs 
across south-central Africa, extending from Angola in the west to 
Tanzania and Mozambique in the east. In South Africa, this species is 
limited to the far north-eastern part of the Limpopo Province. Eastern 
Venda and the mixed woodlands of far-northern Kruger are fairly reliable 
localities for this nomadic species.  
 
The Grey-headed Parrot differs from the more localised Cape Parrot in 
that it has a dull grey, not olive-brown, head. The species’ ranges do not 
overlap. During the breeding season pairs build up a strong bond and will 
often start courting up to three months before the first egg is laid. 
Favoured nest sites are cavities in Baobab trees, which are often used 
over successive breeding seasons. Grey-headed Parrots feed on the 
endocarps of a variety of wild and cultivated fruits, including Marula, 
Nyala tree, Kudu berry, Guava and Mango.  
 
Populations are increasingly under threat as chicks are removed from 
nests to be sold in the ‘illegal’ pet-trade market. It is often the case that 
during these nest-raiding activities, the entire nest site is destroyed 
making the impact on the breeding population even greater. 
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Club outing to the Crown Animal Rehabilitation Centre 
 
Lisa Grosel 
 
On the chilly morning of the 7th July a healthy crowd of Birdlife 
Polokwane club members met outside town on the Chuenespoort road 
to embark on an inspiring and informative visit to the Crown 
Rehabilitation & Wildlife Conservation Centre. On arrival at the centre 
we were met by its passionate founder, Ms Rene Olivier who quickly 
made all feel welcome and at home on her beautiful farm.  Rene 
established the centre in 2010 with the objective of creating a refuge for 
injured or abused wild animals found in the Polokwane region. Rene 
explained that once admitted a difficult but necessary decision is made 
whether to treat or euthanize. If treatment is possible the aim would 
then be to restore the animal’s health to the extent that it can be 
released back into an appropriate wildlife area. 
 
The centre depends solely on financial sponsorship firstly by Crown 
Seeds in Polokwane and then by individual sponsors from the 
community. To date she has been successful in treating and releasing 
mammal species such as Serval, Black Impala, Steenbok, Duiker, 
Genet and Hedgehog. Current bird patients at the centre include White-
faced Owls, a Barn Owl, a Verreaux’s Eagle and a Marabou Stork while 
a lively little  Rock Kestrel has decided to stick around for a while after 
having been released earlier in the year.  Anyone interested in getting 
involved in the centre or sponsoring a cage or animal can log onto the 
website http://crownrehab.co.za  for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photographs courtesy of San3 de Wet and Susan Chapman 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         
         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
            
              
         
 
        
            

 

VENDA GUIDES EMBARK ON A SUCCESSFUL EDUCATION 
PROGRAMME ABOUT THE MOTTLED SPINETAILS AT SAGOLE, 
LIMPOPO             
by Samson Mulaudzi and Christopher Nethonzhe, Limpopo Bird Guides 
 
Spinetails are predominantly dark, swift-like birds with characteristic sickle-
shaped wings and square tails. The interesting tail feathers with their 
extended, sharp, bare shafts account for the name.   Mottled Spinetails are 
one of South Africa’s rarest resident birds with less than five known breeding 
sites in the country. The entire population in South Africa is restricted to the 
far north-eastern corner of the Limpopo Province in the Sagole, Masisi and 
Makuya regions of Venda and within the Levubu River Valley in the Kruger 
National Park. This species is strongly associated with Baobab trees in which 
they roost and breed, provided there are large cavities within the trees. There 
is, however, a single record of Mottled Spinetails nesting in the roof 
sandstone over-hang near Sagole. The famous Sagole Baobab supports the 
largest colony of this species in South Africa. During the late nineties, close 
on 300 birds roosted in this tree but sadly this number has plummeted to less 
than 25 birds.  Mottled Spinetails are threatened by industrial pesticides, 
habitat change and disturbance at nesting and roosting sites. 
  
Limpopo Bird Guides, Samson Mulaudzi and Christopher Nethonzhe have 
committed themselves to an educational programme at primary and high 
schools in the Sagole area.  They have already made a huge impact with 
their first two visits.  Samson reports: On the 24th of May 2012, we had our 
first talk with the kids at Matshena Primary School just 3 km from the Sagole 
Baobab Tree.  We arrived there in the afternoon just before the school was 
out and met the principal and teachers.  We agreed tol have our meeting 
outside under a Marula tree as the children would not fit inside one class 
room. 
  
The kids were very happy to meet us and they were singing and dancing.  
We were joined also by the principal and a teacher during our talk with the 
kids.  Christopher opened the meeting, telling them who we are and why we 
were there.  Some of the kids said they have seen us in some magazines. He 
also taught them about the Mottled Spinetail, breeding in the Baobab tree and 
caves.  Some of the kids know where the cave is.  Our aim was to teach them 
not to destroy the nests.  Christopher also stressed that by conserving the 
Spinetails, tourists will come to this only area to see this birds that, in return, 
may even benefit their villages. 
  
Samson’s turn came and he continued from where Christopher stopped.  
Samson’s aim was to teach them about some interesting facts about our 
birds in South Africa: how many bird species we have got, as well as the 
endemic birds.  Samson’s teaching was based on the importance of birds in 
the area where we live.  He also made a point on some ecological facts about 
how birds can help us when they are around us – they could be a warning 
sign for snakes in a tree and are great pollinators of plants, etc.  Samson was 
impressed with the knowledge that some of the kids have. When kids 
answered questions correctly we handed them some nice ball point pens, as 
presents. 
  
On Tuesday, the 12th of June 2012, we visited one more primary school to 
talk to he kids about the birds around them and our Mottled Spinetail Project, 
as well as about birds in general.  We arrived after school hours and as 
always we again had some fun with the kids.  What is interesting is that most 
of the kids are aware of the birds around them and also know their names in 
their mother language, which is good but also challenging for us, as we know 
most of the birds in English.  Christopher made an introduction about our 
project and I finished off with discussions on some interesting facts about the 
birds in South Africa, as a whole. Once again, we handed out some ball point 
pens when they answered correctly.   
  
Birdlife Polokwane, the Ben de Boer Trust and BirdLife South Africa have 
already helped us to start this education programme.  We have generated a 
lot of interest and would be able to do a lot more with some material on birds 
(posters, books, etc.), as well as on trees, mammals, snakes, butterflies, etc.  
It would also be great to have some binoculars to give the kids some 
experience with them.  If anybody would be willing to donate materials, 
binoculars or money to buy these things, it would be very much appreciated.   
    

 
  
 Teaching under a Marula tree! 

Photographic Tip of the Month: Exposure in Nature Tip          
submitted by Alma Whitehead  
 
Whenever you take a photograph in or around nature, it is useful to 
expose on any part of the scene that is green, then underexpose it by 
two thirds. Put your camera in shutter priority or manual mode and pre-
focus for your camera to get the correct exposure. Use ISO if necessary. 
 

  
 
portrait) or aperture priority, as the camera then sets the shutter speed 
for you. In most cases, it will result in a nicely exposed, detailed 
photograph.  
  
Photography greetings from  
http://www.learnphotography.yolasite.com or find Alma Whitehead 
on Facebook. 

Upcoming Events 
 

1. Wednesday 01 August – Winter CWAC counts around 
Polokwane. CH 

 
2. Sat 18 August – Leisurely Bird Atlassing morning in the 

Polokwane Game Reserve. S3 
 
3. Wed 05 September – Birdlife Polokwane monthly meeting at 

the ‘Koraal’ activity hall. 
 
4. 07 – 09 September - Weekend - Practical Nature Photography 

workshop – Mabula Game Reserve. LG 
 
5. 21 – 24 September – Stretton’s & GBLR Uncharted 4 x 4 

Birding Adventure to the Wolkberg – featuring Woodbush, 
Lekgalameetse and the Wolkberg Wilderness Area (limited to 10 
pax) – LM 

 
6. Wed 03 October - Monthly Meeting at “Die Koraal” Activity 

Hall at 18:30 
 
7. 25 – 28 October – Raptor Identification Course – Letaba Camp, 

Kruger National Park. CH 
  
Contact: Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); 
Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM ( 082 200 4596); 
Sandrie de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475) and 
Susan Chapman – SC (082 809 7873) for enquiries & reservations. 

The exposure was taken from the green grass 
to the left of her shoe. I then underexposed 
the shot, refocused on the flowers and took 
the shot. As the camera was set on shutter 
priority or manual mode, the shutter speed 
(exposure) stayed as it was when exposed on 
the green grass. Usually when you refocus on 
the subject you want to take a photo of, the 
camera will tell you the exposure is wrong.  
 
Note, this exposure tip would not work for 
automatic modes (such as landscape,  

Birdlife Polokwane’s first movie night.                            Lisa Grosel 
 
The movie “The Big Year”, starring Owen Wilson, Steve Martin and 
Jack Black was featured during Birdlife Polokwane inaugural fund-
raising movie evening on the 18th of July.  Close on sixty club 
members were welcomed by the Yellowstone Lodge with home-baked 
bread and delicious butternut and broccoli soup, while Saartjie spoiled 
us all with the essential movie snack, popcorn.  Yellowstone Lodge has 
a well-designed auditorium which they very generously sponsored for 
the event.  A jovial energy abounded as we settled in to watch the 
much anticipated movie about the crazy antics of birders on a mission. 
 
 The evening was a great success, 
enjoyed by young and old. The 
proceeds raised were in excess of 
R900 which was donated to the 
Crown Bird and Mammal 
Rehabilitation Centre outside 
Polokwane.   Thank you to all who 
helped making the evening a very 
enjoyable and successful one!!   


