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From the Editor 
 
Welcome to the second last newsletter for this year. Once again, 
the year has sped ahead to a near end, with many successful 
events that have taken place and the Bird Club growing from 
strength to strength. 
 
 Next year, promises to be even better with a lot of “new things” 
on the map.  
 
Enjoy the summer months and keep birding and photographing! 
 
Wilna 
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‘Uncharted’ birding with Stretton’s and the GLBR  
 
On Friday, the 21st of September, 10 birders joined Joe Grosel, Lisa 
Martus and Trevor Van Niekerk for a birding 4x4 adventure through 
some of the most scenic birding areas in the Limpopo province.  
Trevor, a 4x4 expert, had been tasked to map out an exciting new 
route from the renowned Woodbush Drive, around Ebenezer Dam and 
up and over the Wolkberg Wilderness down to Lekgalameetse Nature 
Reserve and ending off with the ride of a lifetime down the Orie 
Baragwanath Pass.  These prime birding areas include forest reserves 
and wilderness areas, so there was great potential for some interesting 
sightings both in terms of presence and distribution of bird species.   
Time was spent birding in rugged, remote, largely unspoilt and 
stunningly beautiful habitats ranging from Afro-montane forests to 
semi-deciduous mixed forest, grasslands as well as massive buttresses 
and interlocking spurs of rock which descend to magnificent gorges 
flanked by aloe-covered cliffs.   The area is largely uncharted but the 
pristine and diverse habitats were expected to produce exceptional 
birds.   
 
In spite of lengthy periods of travelling, some of it in rugged 4x4 
conditions, as well as challenging weather conditions, a list of roughly 
112 bird species was compiled for the trip and three new pentads were 
atlassed for SABAP2. Some of the ‘specials’ seen included Cape 
Parrot, African Crowned Eagle, Bat Hawk, and Gurney’s Sugarbird. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This beautiful Crowned Eagle was photographed by Nerina Bosman 
in the Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve.  

 
Limpopo Specials (14): Racket-tailed Roller (Knopsterttroupant) 
Coracias spatulatus                                                            by Joe Grosel 
 
As with most of the members in this family, the Racket-tailed Roller is a 
very attractive bird with its pale blue under parts, glossy azure wings and 
tail, and characteristic spatulate tail streamers. Despite these vibrant 
colours, this species is often overlooked due to its habit of perching 
inconspicuously immediately under the canopy of tall broad-leaved trees. 
Here it will sit for long periods, scanning the ground for prey which 
consists of large insects, arachnids and small vertebrates. Racket-tailed 
Rollers are mostly resident and sedentary but local movements have 
been noted during the dry season.  
 
The preferred habitat is well-developed, pristine deciduous broad-leaved 
woodland, where there is a sparse understory such as Miombo, Zambezi 
Teak and Mopane woodland. It is fairly widespread within protected and 
undeveloped habitats within its range (north of the Limpopo River in 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe and further north into the Caprivi, Angola, 
Zambia and Tanzania) but is an extremely rare species in South Africa. 
Here it is confined to the far north-eastern corner of the Limpopo 
Province. Breeding has been recorded around the Pafuri region of the 
Kruger National Park.  
           
                                      
 
 
                                                        
                                
    
                                           
 
                                                                                      
                 
                                      

Thanks must go to the 
sponsors, Strettons Gin, Joe 
Grosel for his exceptional 
bird-guiding skills, Trevor 
Van Niekerk for his 
interesting  4x4 route and to 
the group of adventurers who 
joined us on this Strettons 
Wolkberg Uncharted 4x4 
birding trip. 
 
Lisa Martus - Greater 
Limpopo Birding Routes 
 
See the full article on 
www.birdlifepolokwane.co.za 

 

Birdlife Polokwane’s first “Pentad Bash”                   Joe Grosel 
 
This past weekend (28 – 30 Sep) several registered SABAP2 ‘atlassers’ 
from Birdlife Polokwane went ‘full throttle’ in an attempt to get the 
Limpopo atlassing coverage over the 65% mark. The Miadi Game 
Lodge near Soekmekaar was our base from where 16 new pentads were 
‘atlassed’ by three very enthusiastic teams. Due to the diverse range of 
habitats in this region close on 240 bird species were recorded with the 
Miadi pentad alone producing 113 species. Our appreciation goes out to 
all those who participated. A full report on this event will soon be 
posted on the Birdlife Polokwane website.  
 
Please contact Joe or Derek if you’re interested in getting involved in 
the South African Bird Atlas Project, it’s great fun for a good cause. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         
         
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
            
              
         
 
        
           

 

Photographic Tip of the Month:  How to manually change 
your camera's exposure settings - submitted by Alma Whitehead         
 
Where is the exposure compensation button on a digital SLR camera? 
On both Nikon and Canon digital SLR camera's, the exposure 
compensation button looks like a plus and minus sign (+/-). On a 
Nikon D40, this is situated near the shutter button. For Canon 400D, it 
is found upper right to the LCD screen on the back of the camera. 

Example of exposure compensation button:  
 
How to use the exposure compensation button? 
 
The exposure compensation button can be used when your camera is in 
any non-automatic mode. For example, you can use it while your top 
dial is on P (for program), S (Nikon shutter priority), TV (Canon 
shutter priority), A or AV (aperture priority) and M (fully manual) 
modes. For this exercise, put your camera on the P mode and take one 
photograph. Now take a second photograph, this time firstly pressing 
the shutter button half way down to focus (lift up again), then hold 
down the +/- compensation button, while turning the main dial to the 
right 4 stops and shoot. Now look at both images one after another in 
the LCD screen and you should notice a big difference in the exposure. 
Shown below, is an example of what the main dial looks like: 

 
 
 
What you should be seeing is a series of photographs, one too dark, 
one just right and one too light. 
If you own a Nikon digital DSLR camera, turning the main dial to the 
left (while holding down the exposure compensation button,) will 
lighten the image, whereas turning it to the right, will darken the image 
for the next shot taken. You need to readjust it for each photograph.
 
If you own a Canon digital DSLR camera, it is the opposite to the 
Nikon. Turning your main dial to the left (while holding down the 
exposure compensation button), will darken the image and turning it to 
the right will lighten the image.  
 
When is exposure compensation useful? 
If at first, you take an image and it appears to be too dark or too light, 
when viewing it in your LCD screen. For example, if it is early 
morning or late evening, you might want the photograph to appear 
lighter (or darker) than it actually is.  
 
If you are taking a photograph of an object that is in actual fact too 
dark, and you want to lighten it. For example, if you want to 
photograph a black bird and need to see the actual eye in your image. 
In this case, you could slightly over expose the image to bring out the 
patterns and shapes.  
 
In contrast, snow images can appear too over exposed. In these 
situations it is recommended to underexpose the image until you see a 
nice balance between the sky and the snow. 

Birding - The Perils and Triumphs                 compiled by Joe 
Grosel                                               
 
There are around 10 000 species of birds worldwide and only a small 
number of people have seen more than 7 000. Many birdwatchers have 
spent their entire lives trying to see all the bird species of the world. 
Some birders have been known to go to great lengths and many have 
lost their lives in the process. For years the field was led by Phoebe 
Snetsinger, who famously passed the 8 000 species-mark while 
fighting cancer, and who allegedly spent a family inheritance in the 
process of amassing ticks on an unprecedented scale. At the time of her 
death in an accident on a bird tour in Madagascar in 1999, her total of 
some 8 400 species was reported to be about 2 000 ahead of her closest 
rival.  
 
Another birder who paid the highest price whilst birding was David 
Hunt, who was leading a bird tour in India’s Corbett National Park and 
killed by a tiger, in February 1985. In 1971, Ted Parker travelled 
around North America and saw 626 species in a year. Some years later 
Parker was killed in an air-crash while on a birding holiday in Ecuador.  
 
Some well known birders (who have survived the hobby) include the 
‘Big Year’ competitors of 1998, who were the subject of a book and 
movie, The Big Year. Three birders, Sandy Komito, Al Levantin, and 
Greg Miller, chased Komito's prior record of 721 birds recorded in 
North America in a calendar year. In the end Komito improved his 
own record, listing 748 and although this score is challenged each year, 
his record still stands today.  
 
In 2008 a British couple Alan Davies and Ruth Miller, gave up their 
jobs, sold their home and put everything they owned into a year-long 
global bird watching adventure about which they a wrote a book called 
"The Biggest Twitch". They logged 4 431 species on 31 October 2008. 
 
From 2008 the top life-list has been held by Tom Gullick, an 
Englishman who lives in Spain. Gullick has become the first person 
ever to see 9 000 bird species. The extraordinary milestone was 
reached on 19 August 2012 when the endemic Wallace’s Fruit-Dove 
on Yamdena in the Tanimbar Islands, Indonesia, entered his notebook 
as the landmark ‘lifer’. Tom’s life list currently stands at 9 047 species.  
 
Information obtained from Birdwatch Magazine - UK, 30 Aug 2012  

Upcoming activities and events for the remainder of the year 
 

1) 6 & 7 October – Outing to Tzaneen Ecopark, sleeping over on 
the Saturday night @ R 300 per chalet (sleeps 2) – SV. 
 

2) 18 – 21 October – Stretton’s Mapungubwe National Park 
Birding event. BirdLife Polokwane members get discount – 
CH. 
 

3) 25 - 28 October – The Limpopo Honorary Rangers will be 
presenting a practical Raptor Identification Course in Kruger’s 
Letaba Camp. BirdLife Polokwane members get discount – CH. 
 

4) Wed 7 November – Monthly Meeting at “Die Koraal” Activity 
Hall and Year End Function at 18:30. Winners of photographic 
competition to be announced – LG. 

 
5) Outing with David Letsoalo into the Woodbush forests– date to 

be announced.  
 

6) 02 – 04 November – Forest Birding course and excursion. 
Woodbush and Magoebaskloof. LG. 

 
7) 24 November – Birding Big Day 2012. JG 

 
8) 07 – 08 December – “Frogs & Frogging” – a weekend frog 

course and ‘life-changing experience’ with Prof. Les Minter and 
Joe Grosel - LG. 

 
Contact: Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); 
Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM ( 082 200 4596); 
Sandrie de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475) and 
Susan Chapman – SC (082 809 7873) for enquiries & reservations. 

Now repeat this exercise, this 
time when taking the 2nd 
photograph, hold down the 
compensation button and turn 
the main dial 4 stops to the left. 
Note: it would not need to 
always be 4 stops; this is an 
example to show extremes only. 

Two of our members Jody de Bruyn 
and Richter van Tonder have been 
visiting a large pool in the Bloed 
River north-east of Seshego recently. 
They’ve had some great sightings 
including Greater Flamingos, Pied 
Avocets (right), Red-eyed Bulbuls, 
and African Reed-Warbler to name a 
few. For those interested in visiting 
this site, the coordinates are.  
S 23º 49’ 47” – E 29º 24’ 40.22” 
 

Thanks guys!                             

Pied Avocets photographed by 
Jody de Bruyn 

Great new Birding spot near Polokwane. Joe Grosel 


