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Welcome to this months meeting only a short stretch to the end of the year. Please visit our facebook page, see what other members

have been up to and share your sightings, identification queries and photos with us. www.facebook.com/birdlifepolokwane. If you
happen to come across anything you would like to see in our next newsletter, or you would like to give feedback you can e-mail me
at chantz66@gmail.com. Happy birding.

POLOKWANE BIRD CLUB OUTING CLUB RANCH – 12 September 2015. deur Dudley Pound

Richter van Tonder ably assisted by Marcia hosted a most
successful outing to Club Ranch, a hunting farm in the winter
months, is situated slightly northwest of Alldays on the
Limpopo bordering Botswana to the north; most successful
from the birds, and for some lifers, that were seen but a little
disappointing from the participation point of view.

Six club members, Lynette, Hilde, Dudley, Deo, Perril and
Peter plus the hosts were lucky enough to see the elusive
Pels Fishing Owl, a lifer for Lynnette, Hilde, Deo, Perril and
Peter.

The three youngsters, Deo, Perril and Peter left early and
missed seeing the Kori Bustard on the way out which was also
an exciting find. Richter simultaneously did a little Atlassing
and in Pentad viewed 102 species, a record for the Pentad.

The list of species seen is available for anyone interested
but because of space is not being listed here; nevertheless
those more interesting were two more owls, Scops and Pearl
Spotted, three eagles, Martial, Fish & African Hawk, plus
Meyer’s Parrot, Namaqua Dove, Redbilled Woodpeckers,
Goliath Heron, two Woodpeckers and many water birds.

Thanks go to the hosts for a most interesting and successful
day.

Birding off the beaten track in the Blouberg and Makgabeng. deur Joe Grosel

17 – 20 September 2015
Another successful 4-day “off the beaten track in Limpopo” birding event was enjoyed by a group of six birders from Polokwane,
Haenertsburg and Ofcolaco. This is one of four annual birding trips organised and run by the management of the Limpopo Birding
Routes with the aim of showcasing some of the Limpopo’s lesser known birding spots. The two main locations on this trip where
the Blouberg Nature Reserve and the relatively unknown Makgabeng Plateau. Some of the birding sites visited over the four days
included the Blouberg Cape Vulture Colony and vulture restaurant, the Blouberg Ivory Routes Camp and the sandstone outcrops of
the Maleboch Nature Reserve. Part of the event’s program included a bird atlassing session in the remote Moeretsane area with its
villages with peculiar names like My Darling, Papegaai and Lovely. Two ‘unsurveyed’ grids where thoroughly birded resulting in
the discovery of several unrecorded birds for the area.

Continued on next page...



One of the Cape Vultures seen at the Blouberg vulture
restaurant. (Photo San3 de Wet)

Continued
As usual on the final morning Jonas Tlouyamma gave the group an insightful
tour of some of the rock art sights within the Makgabeng Plateau. The strangely
beautiful rock formations and unusual vegetation of the Makgabeng proved very
inspirational for the photographers in the group. Despite some inclement weather
some good birding was had with the highlight of the trip surely being the sighting
of the one and only, and know, famous Rüppell’s Vulture perched on the cliff
face at the Blouberg vulture Colony. Organisers and trip leaders Joe Grosel and
Lisa Martus wish to thank our hosts KuneMoya (Mashatu and Tamboti camps)
in the Blouberg and the Makgabeng Farm Lodge for their continued support of
this event.

THE LAUNCH OF BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA’S IBA DIRECTORY.
www.westerncapebirding.co.za

One-third  of  the 112  most  important  sites  for  nature  in
South Africa are facing imminent danger of irreversible
damage, according to a new South  African IBA  Status
Report published today by BirdLife South  Africa. These
sites – known  as  Important  Bird  and  Biodiversity Areas
(IBAs) – arethreatenedby   invasive   species,   changes   in
habitats through incorrect burning practices, and agricultural
expansion ormismanagement.Unprotected IBAs in particular
are deteriorating at a concerning rate, most especially in
grasslands, wetlands and fynbos, but habitats in protected
IBAs are also showing signs of deterioration. Over 85% of
all IBAs face high to very high levels of threats, and there
is little distinction between protected and unprotected IBAs
in this regard. The IBAs with the highest and most imminent
threats will be included in BirdLife International´s list of IBAs
in Danger, the global list of priority sites identified for urgent
action.

This South African IBA Status Report is accompanied by a
revised National IBA Directory, building on and up-dating
the first such inventory published in 1998. It provides updated
information of the most important aspect of each of these 112
IBAs, including the geography and climate of the area, the list
of the bird species found at the IBA, the biggest threats to the
site, and what conservation action is taking place to secure the
IBA.This publication can be used by conservation practitioners
and planners to prioritise their work, by developers who need
to understand the sensitivity of an area, and can even be used
by bird enthusiasts to plan a birding trip.

The 112 IBAs in South Africa are the last stand for bird
conservation  on  a  landscape  level.  Protecting  these  sites
has benefits not only for South Africa’s birds, but also for
other animals, plants and the vital ecological services these
sites provideto people. These services include providing us
with fresh water, managing floods, controlling disease, and
providing grazing lands for livestock farming.

Outings / Uitstappies

Conserving IBAs is also important for attaining our
government’s environmental commitments like the
Convention on Biological Diversity’s Aichi Target 11 that
calls for the expansion of terrestrial Protected Areas by at least
17%, and the Convention on Migratory Species. Therefore,
their deteriorating status is a very high concern which requires
immediate attention from government agencies and other
stakeholders.

The main recommendations from the IBA  Status Report
to remedy this situation includethat government needs to
allocate more resources towards managing protected areas and
expanding the protected areas network through biodiversity
stewardship.

That IBAs should be used as a first cut when identifying
priority  areas  for  conservation,  including  for  protected
area expansion. By following the published management
guidelines, the agricultural sector is able to manage their lands
for the parallel purposes of producing livestock, improving
veld condition and conserving biodiversity. IBAs should be
considered as red flags and often exclusion areas when other
development options are being considered, such as mining.

While both these publications are milestones for bird
conservation, they need to be seen as the spearhead which
will now be used to lobby, plan and implement effective
conservation for birds, their habitats and other biodiversity.

Both the revised IBA Directory and IBA Status Report can
be bought in hard copy from BirdLife South Africa’s IBA
Programme:

011789 1122, daniel.marnewick@birdlife.org.za, or the
electronic versions can be downloaded for free from

http://www.birdlife.org.za/conservation/important-bird-areas/
documents-and-downloads.

10 Oct – Day outing to the farms Portugal and Spain in the Strydpoort Mountains (RvT)
03 Nov – Final meeting of the year at the Polokwane Golf Club
20 – 23 Oct – Swartwater Atlas Bash with Limpopo Bird Guides (JG)
05 – 08 Nov – Spinetails and Pennant Wings excursion with Eden Routes to Punda Maria (LG)
28 Nov – Birding Big Day 2015 (JG)

Contact Persons
Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM
(082 200 4596); San3 de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475), Derek Engelbrecht – DE 0822005277, Richter
van Tonder – RvT 082 213 8276 and Susan Chapman – SC (082 809 7873


