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Thats all folks! With Christmas decorations up and carols playing everywhere we are reminded of how quickly time flies. Have a

Merry Festive season and safe travels for those member traveling. Be sure to send me your holiday birding stories and remember to
check in on our facebook page every now and then, see what other members have been up to and share your sightings, identification
queries and photos. www.facebook.com/birdlifepolokwane. If you happen to come across anything you would like to see in our next
newsletter, or you would like to give feedback you can e-mail me at chantz66@gmail.com. Happy birding.

Portugal & Spain Outing – 10 October 2015
by Richter van Tonder

Although it’s not the real thing the beauty of the place and the rare visit to the Strydpoort Mountain habitat
made it an outing to remember and it’s just 50km from Polokwane.

Seven of our club members and one visitor started the trip to the top of the mountain at 6:00. We entered
through the Makapan Valley. Our altitude at the bottom was just above 1400m where we drove in a well
wooded valley that produced a couple of good ones, Orange-breasted Bush-shrike (Oranjborsboslaksman),
Southern Black Flycatcher, Southern Black Tit (Gewone Swartmees), Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird
(Geelblestinker), Black-faced Waxbill (Swartwangsysie), Mocking Cliff-Chat (Dassievoël), Grey Tit-
Flycatcher, Greater Honeyguide (Grootheuningwyser), African Black Swift (Swartwindswael), Yellow-
breasted Apalis (Geelborskleinjantjie).

There is also a very busy breeding site of White-fronted Bee-eaters (Rooikeelbyvreter) that made for great
scenes and photos.

Up the mountain we go. It was a little misty with a cool breeze that picked up considerably at the top.
But the birding didn’t disappoint. At our first stop at 1750m we picked up Cape Rock-Thrush (Kaapse
Kliplyster), Brown-backed Honeybird (Skerpbekheuningvoël), Cape Grassbird (Grasvoël), Lazy Cisticola
(Luitinktinkie), Red-collard Widow-bird (Rooikeelflap),  Long-billed Pipit (Nicholsonse Koester),
Cape Canary (Kaapse Kanarie), an unexpected Sand Martin (Europese Oewerswael), Cape Bunting
(Rooivlerkstreepkoppie) and a loud bunch of Shelley’s Francolin (Laeveldpatrys) that gave as the slip.

From here we proceeded to the top where the habitat changed to beautiful rocky ridges and clusters of
protea bushes. Our altitude – just over 1930m. The wind came in strong gusts but that didn’t deter the stars
of the day: Buff-streaked Chat (Bergklipwagter – see photo), Gurney’s Sugerbird (Rooiborssuikervoël -
see photo) that gave us beautiful photos and Malachite Sunbird (Jangroentjie).

We also had great views of souring Cape Vultures (Kransaasvoël) and a Lappet-faced Vulture
(Swartaasvoël) and 3 fast flying Alpine Swifts (Witpenswindswael). A couple in the group got 3 lifers and
we also added to our Limpopo life lists and Polokwane 100k lists. The list for the pentad ended on 96.

Places to go to be a ‘top’
birder in the Limpopo
By Joe Grosel and Nick Baglow

During the recent Blouberg – Makgabeng
Limpopo Birding Routes excursion a debate was
started regarding whether the highest peak in
the Blouberg was over 2000m. On his return to
Polokwane our ‘in-house’ geologist Nick Baglow
looked this up with help of his topographical
maps and GIS network. Within hours he
confirmed that the peak of Blouberg Mountain
measures 2051m (significantly higher though
than anything in the larger Soutpansberg Range
to the east). Nick then went further and looked
up the highest points in the Limpopo Province.
These are all in the Wolkberg Mountain Range
with the Iron Crown (South of Haenertsburg)
being the premier peak at 2126m. Ribbokkop
is 2016m and the well-known Serala is only 10
metres lower at 2050m.

The other significant peak in Limpopo is
Marakele in the South-western Waterberg which
comes in at 2088m….with one other nearby peak
at 2003m on the same range

From a birding point of view these elevations are
high enough to support alpine-type vegetation
which in turn hosts some localised (within the
Limpopo Province), high altitude bird species
such as the Drakensberg Prinia, Cape Bunting,
Wing-snapping  Cisticola,  Cape  Rock-Thrush
and Buff-streaked Chat.

Now you know where to go to be one of the
province’s ‘top’ birders!!!

Top left and middle: Jody, Richter
and Mark on top of the world.

Top right: Malachite Sunbird
(Jangroentjie) Bottom left:
Gurney’s Sugerbird
(Rooiborssuikervoël) Bottom
right: Buff-streaked chat
(bergklipwagter) photographs of
birds taken by Jody De Bruyn A view from Limpopo’s highest peak – The

Iron Crown



Africa’s vultures are sliding towards
extinction
Submitted by Joe Grosel

Africa’s largest and most recognisable birds of prey – vultures –face a
grim future, according to the latest assessment carried out by BirdLife
International for the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

Six of the continent’s 11 vulture species have had their global threat status
upgraded to a higher level, meaning that they face a very real danger of
extinction.

The main causes of the drop in African vulture populations are thought
to be indiscriminate poisonings, where the birds are drawn to poisoned
baits, use of vulture body parts in traditional medicine and deliberate
targeting by poachers, as the presence of vultures can alert authorities to
illegally killed big game carcasses.

Six species of African vultures have seen their status worsen:
• Hooded Vulture (Necrosyrtes monachus):

Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED
• White-backed Vulture (Gyps africanus):

Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED
• White-headed Vulture (Trigonoceps occipitalis):

Vulnerable to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED
•       Rüppell’s Vulture (Gyps rueppellii):

Endangered CRITICALLY ENDANGERED
•       Cape Vulture (Gyps coprotheres):

Vulnerable to ENDANGERED
•       Lappet-faced Vulture (Torgos tracheliotos):

Vulnerable to ENDANGERED

For a full list of all the changes go to http://www.birdlife.org/globally-
threatened-bird-forums/
The Red List is the world’s most comprehensive information source
on the conservation status of plant and animal species, and BirdLife
International is the official authority for birds.

Excerpts from a press release by Birdlife International & Birdlife South
Africa - 29 Oct 2015.

Submitted by Joe Grosel

Monitoring migrant bird arrival through
atlassing. Professor Les Underhill

There is no project on the planet that measures the timing of bird migration
as well as SABAP2 does, and on the scale that SABAP2 achieves. And
what is best of all ... none of us have to work our butts off to do this. It is
achieved by the power of citizen science.

Most of the intra-African migrants which travel from farther north in
Africa to breed in southern Africa have already arrived. Bulk arrival of
the migrants which bred in Eurasia is due in November. Some of the
waders arrive quite early; Common Greenshanks, which breed early in
the northern summer in the coniferous forests of southern Siberia, already
arrived in August.

Every full-protocol checklist submitted to SABAP2 for the remainder of
the year contributes to monitoring the pattern of arrival of migrants in
2015. The secret of success for collecting high quality data is for every
atlaser to do as many checklists as they are able for their “home pentads”
starting now. It is incredibly rewarding, with each successive checklist,
to observe the increase in numbers of migrants. As we combine all the
individual contributions in the SABAP2 database, sample sizes become
large, and we can make detailed analyses of the emerging patterns, and
how they are changing through time. It is only in 2015 that we can collect
data for 2015. If we miss the chance, it is gone! So please do as much as
you are able this spring.

Thank you for your contributions to SABAP2.

Migrant birds returning to the Polokwane area
Compiled by Joe Grosel

Below is a list of the earliest reported arrival dates for certain migrant bird species along with the observation locality. Please note that these are only
the records received for the area that falls within 50km of Polokwane City. A separate list is being compiled for the province. Thank you to all the
Birdlife Polokwane who sent in reports. We now wait in anticipation for the large cuckoos, palaearctic raptors and the likes of Spotted Flycatchers,
Red-backed Shrikes, Carmine Bee-eaters and Woodland Kingfishers. Let me know when you see or hear any of those for the first time.

Yellow-billed Kite – 10 Aug, Mockford Farms | Wahlberg’s Eagle – 19 Aug, Polokwane Game Reserve | Ruff (flocks) – 16 Sep, Kalkfontein Farm
| Wood Sandpiper (flocks) – 12 Sep, Flora Park Dam | Little Stint (flocks) – 16 Sep, Kalkfontein Farm | Klaas’s Cuckoo – 26 August, Woodbush |
Diderik Cuckoo – 27 Sep, Polokwane Game Reserve | Red-chested Cuckoo – 13 Oct, Tembele Estate | Black Cuckoo – 14 Oct, Polokwane Game
Reserve | White-rumped Swift – 16 Sep, Tembele Estate | European Bee-eater – 27 Sep, Bendor Village | Red-breasted Swallow – 08 Aug,
Tembele Estate | Lesser-striped Swallow – 26 Aug - Ranch Hotel | White-throated Swallow – 11 Aug, Flora Park Dam | Barn Swallow – 14 Oct,
The Ranch Hotel | Greater-striped Swallow – 20 Aug, Tembele Estate | Willow Warbler – 04 Oct, Bendor, Polokwane | Icterine Warbler – 06
Sep - Woodbush | African Reed Warbler (partial migrant) – 13 Sep, Welgelegen | Violet-backed Starling – 18 Oct, Roodepoort Plots | African
Paradise-Flycatcher – 14 Oct, Tembele Estate | Common Buzzard – 30 Oct, Baskoppies Polokwane.

Outings / Uitstappies
05 – 08 November – ‘Spinetials & Pennant-Wings’ excursion to Punda Maria and Pafuri (LG).
12 – 15 November – ‘Punda Mania’ team birding event (JG).
Wednesday 25 November – Birdlife Polokwane year-end function (LG)
Saturday 28 November – Birding Big Day 2015 (RvT)

Contact Persons
Charles Hardy – CH (083 457 1721); Joe Grosel – JG (082 415 5250); Lisa Grosel - LG (083 380 2322); Lisa Martus de Boer – LM
(082 200 4596); San3 de Wet – S3 (082 453 2754); Saartjie Venter - SV (083 653 0475), Derek Engelbrecht – DE 0822005277, Richter
van Tonder – RvT 082 213 8276 and Susan Chapman – SC (082 809 7873)


